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The role of spatial hierarchy in organizing common public spaces
in multistore residential complexes in the city of Mosul
Al-Hadbaa Residential Complex as a case study

Aya Hisham Shukure Assis. Prof. Dr. Hasan Abdul Razzaq
aya.20enpl46@student.uomosul.edu.ig Hasan.sanjary@uomosul.edu.ig
Abstract :

Housing is one of the essential needs of humans, and it is no secret to
everyone the housing crisis that Iraq suffers from in general, and the city of
Mosul in particular, given the economic, political, and social conditions that the
city was exposed to, which greatly affected the urgent need for housing, which
made Multistory housing the ideal solution and a necessary need to provide The
largest possible number of units with a limited land area, given the suffocation
of the city and the lack of sufficient lands for everyone. This pattern needs a kind
of special measures that help it fit locally.

The study focused on public spaces in residential complexes locally and their
importance and impact on the inhabitant and their impact on the inhabitant. The
new urban systems do not give sufficient importance to public spaces in terms of
locations and design for residential buildings and their importance to the
individual.

This negligence greatly affects the inhabitant's ability to interact with his
environment and meet his psychological and social needs, so our research
problem emerges from the lack of clear indicators to organize the spatial
hierarchy in the formation of public spaces and the organization of its activities
in residential complexes in a manner that achieves the satisfaction of the local
inhabitant.

The research aims to find ” the role of the spatial hierarchy in organizing
public spaces in the local residential complex”, as well as a set of secondary
objectives that included evaluating the clarity of the levels of the spatial
hierarchy of public spaces in the local residential complex, and the effect of
distortion in organizing the spatial hierarchy on the inhabitant's satisfaction and
behavior in reshaping The environment and the discovery of the gradation of the
importance of different activities in the public spaces of the local residential
complex and the role of spatial hierarchy levels in their distribution.

According to a set of hypotheses that were classified into three levels, it
was considered that the spatial hierarchy is based on distinguishing two main



levels of the spatial hierarchy (internal levels, and external levels), each of which
includes secondary levels that must be available to achieve a good environment,
and that the lack of hierarchy may push the inhabitant To take a set of corrective
measures for his surrounding environment, which may change or agree according
to a set of influencing factors, including (type of ownership, type, and size of the
family, location of the apartment, surroundings of the apartment) to achieve an
environment that is compatible with his requirements that were not achieved by
design.

The study followed a descriptive and analytical approach in collecting and
sorting data, which relied mainly on the use of a questionnaire and interviewing
individuals, as well as careful observation of the study sample (Al-Hadbaa
residential complex). A total of 120 samples were selected from the residents of
the ground floor of the Al-Hadbaa residential complex in the city of Mosul.

The study showed that despite the design attempts found in local projects,
it reflected a set of design problems that presented the value of the social factor
in separating spaces. This result generated a large number of remedial measures
for the resident, especially at the first level, as it depended on a set of factors
(such as the nature of the resident and his desires, age, space size, and the nature
of family composition) according to social needs.

It also shows the importance of activating the concept of spatial hierarchy
in the external and internal public spaces in the basic design and taking into
account the social characteristics of the occupant, and that the weakness of the
hierarchy generates in the occupant the desire to impose new boundaries
suggesting gradation towards higher privacy, but we cannot count on the
occupants’ steps in reorganizing their environment It is part of community
participation, because these changes depend on some determinants (such as
ownership of the apartment, the occupant's physical ability, time limitations,
space design, location of the apartment, material elements).

Keywords: spatial hierarchy, public spaces, Common spaces, multi-story
residential complexes, Al-Hadbaa complex



