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Abstract

Theatre in recent decades has emerged as a central place of negotiation of
global environmental affairs, both as critique and commentary on human interactions
with Nature. This thesis explores the ecocritical features of three exemplary recent
plays to show the impact of Nature on humans: When the Rain Stops Falling by the
Australian playwright Andrew Bovell, The River by the English playwright Jez
Butterworth and Appropriate by the American playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins.
The thesis consists of four chapters and a conclusion.

The first chapter provides an overview of Ecocriticism, which has gained
popularity in the fields of theatre and performance studies. This chapter explains the
field of ecology, which is closely related to Ecocriticism, but it focuses on different
aspects of the environment and human relationship with it. Ecocriticism often draw
on ecology can be informed by cultural narrative that shape public perception and
policy.

The second chapter is an ecocritical study of Bovell's When the Rain Stops
Falling. The play begins with the continuous falling of the rain, which seems to stop
only at the end of the play, but its falling is distinguished with also a fish falling from
the sky at the feet of the protagonist, which gives him hope. Deforestation and
desertification are metaphorically used for human loss of ecological destruction as
well as of feelings of isolation, offers both a mirror and a remedy to the fractures of
modern life. In an age shadowed by ecological crises and social fragmentation, the
environment speaks—through rain, fish and the natural landscape, reminding
humanity of its interdependence with the Earth.

The third chapter introduces Butterworth's The River. The characters in this
play are in close contact with Nature. Sunset, trees, fish, swans and the river are
elements of the natural world, all have meaning. The protagonist's struggle to control
Nature mirrors his struggle to control his own emotions.

The fourth chapter represents Jacobs-Jenkins's Appropriate. It analyzes the

influence of the land, which gathers the estranged siblings and makes them confront
|



oaldlioal)

i Sy LgBle 5 Fliall 5 Al ganial g Adilie 3 5,50 A0S 5 ,aY1 sagie b 2 Hull 33)
Sl Al e AESA dul o Coetd Adde 5 ol g aa o Dl e g Dad)l Gl ) e 5 ,AY) daglal)
) il e 58 5 e ede) il 5 daibiady Sl 60 o yaills ol dyia )53 5m0 4 sama Sl
G Esadly bl all S5 e Ganll (e JsY) Jeaill 3 = 5 Le 135 pagmdl) dny e ajusdll
badinall Can ) iy yla 6 i) S Al Caadie) By esall Bl Sl ol

Zaadall 2565 3) ALy ) JaS A Al 50 Aa Y Cand) J el (g (N Juadll i 53 9
Alall 8 JuaY) e Al AlBle e 230 L sale) 8 4y odind Tad sail 5 Tadl ) Ylie dm juadll 030 3
&8 JaY) 5 zaliill Jal e (Ldall s claudl s jhaall) saaell LISET Bac Lusall ity dagalall agalti g 5aa 5l)
Jis soal oa el Sl o S Jeadll Lol gl ) dga pusall (8 el o Simd Juadl 3ls
Mokl Jsha g a0 sixg

Lia dxalall o el (o ol imay Aagadall J U5 ) g3y Jan oo usall I el S o
Sl Gag elhadl (pa Tl aal) 451 Le Jgil) 25 3 3aae il sadr g sl B Uk g gl (g 50
ook el (S5 ¢ el G (e a2 U o L sUadY) ) S5 gl OY) 58 La s Lmnlal) 4ilSliea
A el Ll sl g 5 5l daga s V) o sl

K cSla A e (B Ao Dagball Gl Lo pna o 35831 G e 35 (Y Al
suae JISl e dlldy LDl s 5aih Jiluy Jls) 5 4pn sl B AT oaie lis daplal) 34 Cus 233"
Gac )y Allad) ) 1 ol g a5 L ALES Al wadlane b ASl 5 3385 a8 588 3 ad 5 LIS (e
S8 Cand 138 Gl el sal Jumdly Sams S5 &l A (300 8803 pla il 5 pgaaale 8 Sailly aaly
G Sl Al e ey Ll i I W) a1l e cilS Ll 1 a5
Ol Bl (8 Al

CVEEY) a g legn s Calite apdal) Jalad 8 atpen] 5 COUAY) 46 allild Can i Dl
o Sl Falall S sl bl s oy WY G L AN Gl pueal) 538 b Jslall #1 )
Juail & 8 UV Jal (e Jslall ) )

107



I S/ Jut sl Ay

Ladic " (38 g ) Agin Aa85 Al ya ;&Y\@aﬂ\gh\gﬂw\
ne;m"‘pﬁ% ‘ nﬂ‘ "&J3J3é3‘ nJu‘ng;:‘

Jiesala :\JMJ
Q¥ | A Koy datl) 8

-

il el
S S bae .e.i

AV EEY aYivo



