Juaod| a0l

el 2| ol sl ol

ol ‘el | G 50 | et 2| o (8 bty 38| st 93
(Govd guit] o gl B gl
01+ 01-ATY/mRE£A-YOF

Syl ey ol s Sk ol

yoieiiy b o

o0 Vil Gl yleidl (&

il g
|

ell] (et ol (ki 39S

YN 21557



Al daly Jaliioal)

digaial) Bpual) dudaiil) Ay shalyad¥) aSa B dia¥) ¥ g0
A OT=ATY/ At EA-Yor( Ladgal
Ligaall Bpual) dobaiil dyjshalaa¥) aSs B dda¥) ) Jgd)iglyie can Sl ALyl sda ai
oo Al 5wl DA e Go¥l deal S e (0 Ve 0 =AY atiA-Yor( lalsa)
Aipall clesanall pal sl o) IS5 3 ¢ Aligh ey 85dl il duyghlaa agilal e Sliabpglsaal
Giall 151 glses Algall 53l 8 Abigha Aie) 853l uyehal e ) agale adiel 3 Aaiyll Asjshaliaal b
Ol L) paliall (s (e JY) eaiell agideay dyjshalyia) oSa (& Ga)¥) 5 Cas dpabill sLally)
& alidd) (g5 Ao daally dplailandl) dealall ) aglin) cas Wiags Ao Jslacg duyshalyal) Isa2s
- gabally saladl cufig Lihag gadleg ddilay Jsad A5 Lngad Ao Ayl Criaiaigedlsal)
By el 1Tl g skl ) 8 At V1 a1 55 tlalhy Y1 JealiVsl e uaall LS gl sla
b Akl doyshalinadld Aalal) ¢ L) lsies J¥1 deal elag ¢ pSal) I Jseaglls Ll &0zl
Ginally ¢ daelall gloaghl s Jo¥) Gl ela 3 ¢ Ginlie dany) ) aud (3 ( sigaiall 5] yae
Slile 1 bl Gl L) ¢ e ) o Sanll 8 yeme 1 Gl L) ¢ e ¥) BLLYT eac: )
Fomylal) Al (siny els 8 Jeail) Wle(p) +071=) 0 YO AE A=) 0) LeuSa gy Asistial 55
Gl J¥) sl ¢ Galie B ) acd sl ¢ Spealaadl LY Gl elad dgakall syl
o bl GBI ) Gl Tpebldll — ddaill GBI S Gl Ll — Lk
e sl olad duigaiall Byl dua )l Aabaddl @ lsies GBI Jadl) elag ¢ Alial) Y1 clleY)
Gl Lapsall —daijll Bl Jo¥) Gmadl Gala da)l ) sy ( Spealadl Ll
b Camaall Ll Ang - Adaidl AR £ lsiny AN maal Wl ¢ Aplaldie Adasill Bl

e V1= Aadasjll M) £ o lgia




Abstract

The Armenians constituted one of the most significant ethnic
groups within the Byzantine Empire. The empire relied on them for a
long period in leading the state, whether in the military or in political life.
The Armenians emerged as a key element among foreign groups who
served the empire and contributed to its revival. They moved to the
capital, Constantinople, and took on positions within the state. Due to the
importance of the Armenian element in the governance of the Byzantine
Empire, we have chosen to study this topic titled (The Role of Armenian
Families in the Governance of the Byzantine Empire: The Macedonian
Dynasty as a Case Study. 253 - 448 AH /867 - 1056 AD).

The period between the years (253 - 449 AH / 867 - 1057 AD)
represents a significant era in Byzantine history, known as the
Macedonian Dynasty of Armenian origins. During this time, the empire
enjoyed great displays of power, grandeur, and glory, achieved through
the succession of several Armenian Macedonian emperors who gained
widespread fame in the fields of politics and warfare.

The study aims to highlight the role of the Armenians in the
governance of the Byzantine Empire, including the Heraclian Dynasty,
which descended from Armenian origins, as well as the Isaurian Dynasty,
which also had Armenian roots. The focus of the study, however, is on
the Macedonian Dynasty, another Armenian-origin family, which is the
central subject of this research. Under their rule, the empire witnessed
flourishing advancements in various aspects, including economic,
religious, and military domains.

The nature of the topic necessitated dividing the study into a
preliminary section, three chapters, and a conclusion. The preliminary
section is dedicated to discussing the origins, development, and formation
of the Armenians, the role of families of Armenian origin in the

governance of the empire in general, and the origins of the Macedonian



Dynasty, including their rise to power and leadership of the Byzantine
Empire.

The first chapter focuses on the internal conditions of the Byzantine
Empire during the era of the Macedonian Dynasty. This chapter is
divided into three sections: the first section discusses the era of the
Armenian emperors; the second section covers the era of the Armenian
military leaders; and the third section addresses the decline of the
Macedonian Dynasty.

The second chapter addresses the foreign policy of the Macedonian
Dynasty towards contemporary Islamic powers. This chapter includes
three sections: the first section discusses relations with the Abbasids; the
second section covers relations with the Fatimids; and the third section
examines relations with independent Islamic states and emirates,
including the Tulunid Emirate, the Ikhshidid Emirate, the Hamdanid
State, and the Umayyad Caliphate in Al-Andalus.

The third chapter addresses the foreign policy of the Macedonian
Dynasty towards contemporary non-Islamic (foreign) powers. This
chapter is divided into four sections: the first section covers Byzantine-
Georgian relations; the second section discusses Byzantine-Bulgarian
relations; the third section examines Byzantine-Russian relations; and the
fourth section explores Byzantine-Armenian relations.

The study was based on the descriptive scientific method, involving
the analysis and synthesis of Byzantine, Greek, and Russian narratives, as
well as original Arabic sources, to present this research in a scholarly
manner. The researcher faced several challenges, including the scarcity of
sources and references on Byzantine history, the diversity of languages
discussing Armenian history and Byzantine history, which required
substantial effort and financial resources for translation. Additionally,
obtaining some sources and references related to the topic within Iraq

proved to be difficult.
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