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Abstract

Abstract :

Cybersecurity in our contemporary world is the turning point in the national
security policy of countries, and it has also contributed to changing the concept of
the power of states on the political map. Where it is considered a criterion for
measuring the digital geopolitical gap between the countries of the world, because
of its political, economic, military and social effects...etc. This study dealt with the
research in the political geography of cybersecurity in the Cooperation Council for
the Arab States of the Gulf, despite the possession of the GCC countries indicators
of comprehensive geocyber strength at a high level, and their adoption of national
deterrence strategies that enhance the strength of this evidence. However, its role
in defending against cyber threats and attacks with its geopolitical dimensions is
limited.

This study aimed to identify the dimensions of the geopolitics of cybersecurity,
the indicators of comprehensive geocyber power on the map of the GCC countries
and the comparative countries, the extent of their vulnerability to cyber threats and
attacks with their geopolitical dimensions, and their national deterrent strategies
for cyber security to confront cyber threats and attacks. However, the most
important thing was that there was a remarkable development in the overall
geocyber strength index between 2004 and 2022, as all GCC countries moved
from the low region in 2004 to the high and very high region in 2022, in addition
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates leading the way.
The Sultanate of Oman is on the list of GCC countries in this indicator with 0.87,
0.86, and 0.77, respectively, for the year 2022, with scores parallel or perhaps
superior to some of the comparative countries, and this indicates the emergence of
elements of strength for these countries.

The GCC countries are seen as technical leaders not only in the region, but also
in the world, as a result of their increasing digital adoption during the third decade
of the twenty-first century. However, it suffers from coordinated and focused
cyber threats and attacks on its vital infrastructure with its geopolitical dimensions,
and this comes as a result of the direct relationship between the great digital
transformation and the increase in cyber threats and attacks. The United Arab
Emirates and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia come at the forefront of the GCC
countries, with a total of these threats, with 24,884,937 and 20,868,566,
respectively, for the months of May-April of 2021. As a result, the GCC countries
have adopted strategies and plans to protect their governmental and non-
governmental institutions and critical infrastructure by establishing national
cybersecurity laws and bodies, as well as CERTs and CERTs. However, these
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strategies did not rise to the level of the strategies and policies of the comparative
countries by using a unilateral method of deterrence and their lack of electronic
armies, which reflects the size of the geopolitical gap in cybersecurity between
them and developed countries.
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