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ABSTRACT

A Study of EFL University Students' Autonomous Learning

By Supervised by
Haider Ahmed Younis Dr. Ansam A. Ismaeel
2021 A.D 1443 A.H

This study is an attempt to investigate university students'
perceptions in term of their responsibilities and abilities related to
autonomous learning, and the factors affecting autonomous learning
inside the classroom. The study also investigates whether these
responsibilities and abilities significantly differ according to gender and

academic level.

Based on that, four null hypotheses have been formulated: 1. There
are no statistically significant differences between female students' mean
scores compared to male students' mean scores as far as the perceptions
of their responsibilities and abilities in autonomous learning is concerned.
2. There are no statistically significant differences between second-grade
students' mean scores compared to fourth-grade students' mean scores as
far as their perceptions of their responsibilities and abilities in
autonomous learning is concerned. 3. There are no statistically significant
differences between female students' mean scores compared to male
students' mean scores as far as their knowledge of the factors affecting
autonomous learning. 4. There are no statistically significant differences
between second-grade students' mean scores compared to fourth-grade
students' mean scores as far as their knowledge of the factors affecting

autonomous learning is concerned.

To validate the preceding hypotheses, the study used a questionnaire

to gain insights from a sample. It consists of two parts, the first one is
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adopted from Xu, Peng, and Wu (2004) to collect data about the
responsibilities and abilities that learners' have about autonomous
learning. The second part of the questionnaire is adapted from Jianfeng
(2019) and it is directed to the investigation of the factors affecting
autonomous learning. After building up the questionnaire, it will be
administered to the sample of the study to see whether or not the aims set

in this study and the hypotheses were achieved.

The study is restricted to a sample of two groups of (344) students
in the second and fourth studying levels, male and female students. They
were (344). The sample was convergent and the percentage reveals no
noticeable difference. All participants were native speakers of Arabic
language at the Department of English / College of the Basic Education /
University of Mosul.

On analyzing the data, it was found out that: Learners' gender plays
no role in the area of autonomous learning. Learners show respectable
interest in the area of taking responsibility for their learning process
regardless their gender. This reveals that whatever the gender of the
learners 1is, they can achieve and take action with respect to their
independence and autonomy. The grade of the study has no effect on
autonomous learning. Both the second and fourth grades included in the
current study show identical outcomes regarding their perceptions of
their responsibilities and abilities in autonomous learning. Once again,
male and female students show convergent and similar reaction in
relation to their knowledge of the factors affecting autonomous learning.
Both grades, second- and fourth-year students achieved similar results
and reflected correspondingly with regard to their knowledge of the
factors affecting autonomous learning. This indicates that learners can

reflect their knowledge of these factors regardless what their grade is.
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