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Abstract

This study investigates the utilization of the phenomenon of aspiration in
English language related to Iraqi Mosuli EFL learners. This study aims to make
a correlation between theoretical aspect of aspiration (acoustic analysis of voice
onset time of aspirated plosives in relation to certain variables affecting voice
onset time values) and learning English language or more specifically learning

English aspiration.

18 Iraqi Mosuli Arabic EFL learners who were randomly selected from
fourth year students, English Department, College of Education for Humanities,
University of Mosul participated in this study. Voice onset time values of the
voiceless plosives/p, t, k/ as far as aspiration is concerned followed by three long
vowels /i:, u:, a:/, in initial, intervocalic and final positions and in two contexts:

in isolation and in carrier phrase were measured.

There are differences between the notion of aspiration in Arabic and
English. Arabic is a language which has pre-voiced and short lag plosives.
English is a language which has positive short lag and long lag. So, there are
some production problems that face Iraqi EFL learners as far as aspiration is

concerned.

The developed version Praat, 6.1.41, 2021 is used for recording and
analyzing the data. Voice onset time of aspirated plosives of seven hundred fifty-

six tokens are analyzed acoustically in milliseconds.

The study presents two types of findings. As to the first type, which is
related to the theoretical aspect of aspiration, results showed the following: VOT
averages of [ph th k"] related to Iraqi EFL learners in both word contexts are

increased gradually in the sequence: labial < alveolar < velar. Iraqi EFL learners



do not make full use of English aspiration contrast as explained by Lisker and
Abramson (1964); voicing lead, short lag and long lag). From the second result
it is concluded the following: firstly, Iraqi EFL learners display less aspiration
than native speakers of English language due to VOT values lower than English
previous VOT values. Secondly, Iraqi EFL learners produce English voiceless
aspirated plosives in the same manner of producing Arabic voiceless plosives
due to equal results of the present study with previous Arabic studies. Thirdly,
not only Iraqi EFL learners has certain problems concerning the accurate
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pronunciation in other words “with appropriate aspiration”, hence Iraqi EFL
learners’ mispronunciations are added to mispronunciation of Arab EFL learners

of different mother tongue accents.

Thus, the present study concludes that Iraqi EFL learners’ utilization of
aspiration which they had attained in their academic and practical study is not
sufficient. Therefore, the study recommends some solutions that may be helpful
in learning English plosives as far as aspiration is concerned hence, overcoming
further inaccurate pronunciation in the future and attaining successful utilization

of voiceless aspirated plosives.
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