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Abstract

Several influential families appeared in Andalusia during emirate era
(138-316 A.H. / 755-928 A.D.). These families exploited the disturbed
status of Andalusia to control on several cities and forts and established
several armies of their followers and partisans to use them against the
central authority of Andalusia. It became apparent that these families are
self-governing and independent of the central government, which
originated many problems in Andalusia. It was noticeable that most of
these influential families were breds (engendered), and some others were
Arabs, Berbers and loyalist families (Umayyads' loyalists). The
circumstances of Andalusia, especially in the last period of Umayyad
Emirate era, brought about the independence of most families in their
independent arias. Some of these families were:BaniHafsoon in Bibshter,
Bani Al-Julaigi in Betlemos, BaniKasi, BaniTgeeb in the upper fortified
city, BaniKhaldoon and BaniHajaj in Seville and BaniTha-noon in
Shitbria. Also, there were some families of Umayyads' loyalists settled in
Cordoba, and these families had a great role in supporting Cordoba
government against risks, as Abi-Abda family, Banibseel, BaniHadeed
and some other loyalist families.

These influential families caused and engaged in many various wars,
either to support the Umayyad Emirate, or against, or even for personal
aims. By making alliances with the external enemies against the
Umayyad Emirate, they exploited the disturbed status and threatened the
security and safety of Andalusia, as plotting with the enemies against
government of Cordoba, except loyalist families who were always
serving the Umayyad Emirate and fighting its enemies.

The real military and political role of these families inside Andalusia
was very great, because of the multitude of these families which belongs
to thevariant and different ethnic societies in Andalusia. Also, the
geographical factor had a great impact to form these families and made
ease for the leaders of these families to hold private power. These
families were as a sub-state or a small state inside the central state, and
each of which had private aims.



There were relationships between these families and with the rebels,
but their relationships with the central authority was discrepant. As for
the attitudes of theseinfluential families against external risks, there were
a positive attitude by supporting Cordoba's government at times, and at
other times a negative attitude when they allied with the external enemies
to strengthen the conjoint cooperation for harming the safety and
sovereign authority of the Umayyad Emirate.
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