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Abstract

Sharh Qatr Al-Nada wa-Ball Al-Sada by Muhammad ibn Muhammad
Ibn Ahmad, known as Sibt Al-Mardini (912 AH)

The research methodology was based on the scholarly verification of the
book and presenting its text in an accurate and refined manner. This was
achieved by reviewing and correcting its wording, tracing its evidence to its
sources, attributing statements to their respective authors by referring to
their works or the books of scholars from their school of thought,
commenting on the issues discussed in the commentary, and clarifying
obscure or difficult terms.

The research plan is structured into an introduction and two main sections.
The first section is the study, comprising three chapters. The first chapter
focuses on Ibn Hisham Al-Ansari and provides a brief biography, due to his
fame and the extensive coverage by previous scholars. It also mentions the
most important commentaries, marginal notes, versifications, and
annotations related to his text, as well as an explanation of his methodology
in organizing the subjects. The second chapter discusses the era in which
Al-Mardini lived, shedding light on the nature of the political, social, and
economic life of that time. It also attempts to refute the accusation made by
some historians that this era was one of scientific decline by highlighting
the wealth of scholars and scientific contributions that characterized that
period, of which Al-Mardini and his works were a part. The chapter then
proceeds to introduce Al-Mardini himself. The third chapter describes the
manuscript copies, highlighting their distinctive features, how they were
obtained, and presenting what has become a customary practice among
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researchers, namely, including an image of the first folio of the manuscript
containing the title page, as well as an image of the final page, which often
includes important information.

The second section of the research presents the verified text, which is the
most significant part of the work, as the researcher’s primary focus is
usually centered on it. The entire study and its accompanying scholarly
apparatus were undertaken for the sake of this text. The critical edition is
followed by a variety of technical indexes, which are considered an
essential complement to it, as they facilitate the reader’s access to the
contents of the edited text.
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