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Abstract

The issue of women is a human issue, for human beings are the owners of
fundamental truths, whether male or female. Women are human beings, and
anything human has purpose and value. Hence, we find in women a subject worthy
of our attention, despite the fact that there are already many writings and

discussions on the subject.

Women have always been a subject of interest to scholars, thinkers and
philosophers, who have played a major role in shaping the mental image of women
in societies. This has prompted us to examine the human mind's construction of
women, which requires delving into a complex network of ideas and deep
perceptions that reach the cognitive structures of thinkers throughout history. The
purpose of this is to understand their status and position throughout human

sociological history.

Therefore, the study aimed to identify the nature and essence of women as a
human species, to identify the role and status of women in ancient civilisations,
and their role and status in religions and divine laws. The study also aimed to
identify the opinions and attitudes of early and contemporary Muslim social
thinkers towards women's issues, their role and status, and to understand the social

circumstances that influenced the formation of their ideas.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher employed several
approaches, including: the historical approach, which was used in the study to
present the status of women from a historical, cultural and religious perspective, by
presenting their status, roles and issues across civilisations and in the three
monotheistic religions, according to historical chronology. The analytical approach

was used to track the opinions and analyse the statements and texts of thinkers,
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attempting to extrapolate their general views on the status and roles of women in
society. The comparative approach was also employed, starting with a comparison
between women and men from a biological, psychological, emotional and social
perspective, then comparing the status and position of women in ancient
civilisations and religions, and finally comparing the opinions of thinkers on their
stance towards women, to highlight the similarities and differences between their
views on women, in order to identify and emphasise these points and arrive at a
comprehensive view of their vision of women. The researcher employed functional

constructivist theory as an applied theory for the study.

The study reached a number of conclusions, including:

I- God Almighty created women with a special constitution that
distinguishes them from men, not only biologically, but also mentally, emotionally
and psychologically. but also socially, giving them the personality we know today,
which makes them different from men in many aspects of their character, and these

characteristics are reflected in their status and roles in society.

2-  The sources of thought for early Muslim thinkers on women were
derived from the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet, and they were also
influenced by the opinions and ideas of Greek philosophers, especially Plato and
Aristotle, because they studied and translated their works, as well as being
influenced by the political and social conditions of their time. All these factors
influenced the formation and formulation of their views on women and women's

1ssues.



3- The sources of thought for modern thinkers on women were also derived
from the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet, as well as being influenced
by the social, political and cultural conditions that prevailed in the Arab countries,
including their exposure to new facts and data that did not exist before, These arose
as a result of the Industrial Revolution and its effects, which spread to Muslim

countries through cultural and civilizational communication and travel.

4- The study concluded that the difference between the early thinkers and
the modern ones is that the former viewed women's status as part of the social
system, a conservative view calling for a return to the roots to achieve the best,
because Muslim countries were at the peak of their knowledge and progress. The
modern thinkers, on the other hand, had a different view due to the backwardness
of the Islamic nation compared to the superiority of Western countries. They faced
challenges that influenced their view of women, and they began to call for a return

to reason and scrutiny in women's issues.
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