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Summary

Aiming to assess physical and psycho-social school environment and its
correlation with students' academic performance, the present study was

conducted among a sample of public primary schools in Mosul city.

To achieve the aim, a cross-sectional study design was carried out
among 1452 students aged 11-15 years at 6™ grade class of 25 primary
schools selected from different residential areas in Mosul by a multi-stage
stratified random technique. Period of data collection was six months
starting from 1% of January to the end of June 2011. Utilizing WHO
criteria of school environment, two questionnaire forms have been
prepared for data collection; the first one for assessing physical school
environment to be filled in by the researcher and the second one for
assessing psycho-social school environment which consist of two parts:
the first one to be answered by students and the other by their parents.
The satisfaction indices of physical and psychosocial school environment
have been calculated for each school according to its fulfilled WHO
criteria about school environment. The scores of the final national exam
of the 6™ grade class have been used for assessing students' academic

performance.

Regarding physical school environment, study results revealed that
52% of schools are near a main street, 80% of them are close to pollution
sources specially garbage, 73.7% of school's gardens are unmaintained,
72% of schools have inadequate faucets, 92% of schools have inadequate
toilets, only 24% of toilets found have good sanitary conditions, 20% of

classrooms were found to be of appropriate space area to number of
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students, 48% of them have inadequate lighting and 28% of them have

inadequate ventilation.

On the other hand the assessment results of psycho-social school
environment as perceived by students revealed that about 75% of students
consider their classmates and students in the other classes are kind and
cooperative with them, 63.4% of students feel safe in the school, 58% of
them feel that creative activities are available in their schools and 88.2%

of them like to participate in these activities.

Regarding student-teacher relationship, the study revealed that
73.5% of students feel that their teachers are fair with them, 62.7% of
them see their teachers kind in dealing with them, 66.2% of students
expect a support from their teachers when they need it and 32.9% of them
denied the use of any physical punishment by their teachers. On the other
hand, 62.7% of students' parents feel that the schools of their children are
welcoming schools, 70.6% of them agree with the policy of their
children's schools and 55.9% of them believe that schools have a proper
communication with them about their children performance and behavior

in the school.

A significant positive moderate correlation (r = 0.565) has been
proved between satisfaction indices of overall physical school
environment and classroom environment with the success rate of each
school. Also a significant positive correlation between satisfaction indices
of psychosocial school environment perceived by students and their

parents with the success rate of school has been proved.

To improve the environmental conditions around primary schools,
schools' infrastructures, faucets, toilets and school's gardens should be an

urgent necessity. Improving classroom environment by proper lighting
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and ventilation and allowing a suitable number of students in the
classroom in addition to the building up of good student- teacher and

family- school relationship can result in a better school performance.
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