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Abstract

In view of the issue of persons displaced by armed conflicts not of an international
character and the impact of internal displacement on international peace and
security, as well as the importance of the role of international organizations in
providing international protection and humanitarian assistance to millions of
internally displaced persons and other groups within their jurisdiction, and due to
the significant increase in the number of displaced persons owing to the impact of
war, international and non-international conflicts and serious human rights
violations has led many people to flee their areas of origin to safer areas escaping
persecution and to seeking protection in order to live in dignity and peace.

We devoted our research to the role of international organizations in protecting
IDPs during armed conflicts not of an international character. By protection we
mean those activities aimed at individuals obtaining rights without discrimination,
and full respect of the rights of the relevant parties according to the law, especially
the international humanitarian law and human rights law. The international
protection has been defined as taking many general measures by the competent
organs of the United Nations, or by the special international protection bodies
responsible for monitoring the implementation by States of their obligations to
respect human rights that are established under the agreements of the specialized
international agencies and the agreements that followed the United Nations
Charter.

In the area of protection against internal displacement, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 10
December 1948, is the first legal basis within the rules of international human
rights law that recognizes the protection of individuals from all forced
displacements. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966 and
other conventions. As for protection of displaced persons within the framework of
international humanitarian law, Article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions
of 1949 is the only article governing non-international armed conflicts, which is
considered as a mini-convention because it contains the minimum rules that are
binding parties to a conflict in case of internal armed conflicts. Moreover, the
Second Additional Protocol on Non-International Armed Conflicts, held on 8 June
1977, indicates that the civilian population and civilians enjoy general protection
against the harm and danger resulting from military operations.



The Kampala Convention is the first regional convention to address the issue of
internal displacement in a comprehensive and detailed manner, which monitors
aspects of prevention, response and durable solutions. It also reaffirms existing
international and African laws, including the standards of international human
rights law and international humanitarian law, and explicitly protects persons
displaced by natural disasters, armed conflicts, and situations of violence, human
rights violations and development projects. As a result of the increasing number of
displaced persons, the Representative of the Secretary-General for Displaced
Persons drafted the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, adopted by the
Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-third session in April 1997, by decision
No. 39/1997, relating to internal displacement.

As for displaced persons, they are defined as “persons or groups of persons who
have been forced to abandon their homes or places of habitual residence in an
emergency or non-waiting manner as a result of armed conflict, internal conflict,
human rights violations, natural disasters or man-made disasters and have not
resorted to the borders of any recognized State Internationally”. Displacement has
many causes, stages and effects, and the non-international armed conflicts we are
referring to are conflicts that do not have an international character, occurring
within a single State, without involving a foreign element.

These conflicts also have economic, political or social causes, and they have
political effects that can paralyze the development movement due to the escape of
domestic investments and the prevention of foreign investments from entering the
country in which the conflict is located. The economic impacts affect the internal
policy which will change a number of established political concepts, principles,
and values in society.

As for the role of international organizations in the protection of displaced persons,
the United Nations Organization is one of the most important international
organizations concerned with the affairs of the displaced through its main and
subsidiary systems. Its main systems are the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council, the Security Council and the Secretary General. In its charter, the
United Nations has not directly and explicitly referred to the protection of
displaced persons as it has provided for the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in general. Despite the role of the United Nations through
its various agencies, to find several mechanisms for the protection of the displaced,
the practical reality points to many shortcomings in the work of this organization.

Finally, specialized international organizations have played an important role in
providing humanitarian assistance in the protection of the displaced persons in the
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areas of health, food and education. Regional organizations have also played a role
in the protection of human rights, including the rights of displaced persons, by
making significant contributions to the protection of the rights and freedoms of
individuals. The nature of international non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
serves the process of promoting and protecting human rights, including the rights
of displaced persons in terms of these organizations, which assist in the possibility
of working in the area of human rights and specialization. The character of
international non-governmental organizations is inherently positive when they
work on the protection of human rights and be honest and sincere and committed
exclusively to achieve its objectives.
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