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Abstract

The People's Republic of China is one of the countries that have a
rapid economic and industrial development. G.D.P in China in 2018
reached approximately 13.61 trillion dollars according to The World Bank.
In addition, it has a growing population, as the population in the same year
reached 1427.6 million. According to U.N Statistical demographic
Yearbook, this is reflected in China's consumption of energy. China is the
largest coal consumer in the world, with a consumption of 3839.87 million
tons in 2018 as it is announced by Bp Statistical Review of World Energy.
It 1s the second largest consumer of crude oil in the world after the United
States of America, as its consumption reached more than 4936 million
barrels in the same year. Moreover, China is the third largest consumer of
natural gas in the world after the United States of America and Russian, as

its consumption reached to 383 billion cubic meters in the same year.

The problem of energy emerged in China in 1993, when there was an
imbalance between production and consumption of energy resources, as
the total production of energy resources reached more than 11.1 billion
tonne of oil equivalent, while the total consumption reached to about 11.6
billion tonne of oil equivalent, with a shortage of about 0.5 billion tonne of
oil equivalent, according to China Statistical Yearbook. This shortage is in

continuous development, and China tries to cover it by external resources.

This shortage of energy resources prompted China to establish
political, economic, military and cultural relations with energy producing
countries especially in the Middle East, Central Asia, the Caucasus, Africa
and South America to ensure the flow of energy resources from these

countries to China.
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China also joined economic blocs such as ASEAN, APEC and
Shanghai to establish good relations with countries producing energy
resources as well as to establish relations with the countries which are
located along China’s energy supply lines, such as Southeast Asian
countries, which overlook the most important supply line, from the Middle

East and Africa to China through the Strait of Malacca.

Therefore, this research will investigate the problem of energy in
China by tracing its roots and its development as well, in order to make a
balance between the production and consumption of energy resources to
know the nature of this shortage and its development. Also, to specify its

geopolitical effects on China.

The research is divided into three main chapters, the first chapter is
entitled: "energy budget in China". The second chapter is entitled:
"Geopolitics of the main external energy resources of China".The third
chapter deals with: "the geopolitical dimensions of energy supply security

for China".

The research reached a number of conclusions, the most prominent of
which is that China's dependence on external energy sources is constantly
increasing, as the volume of crude oil imports in 2018 reached 3550 million
barrels, representing 71.9% of the total consumption, and the volume of
natural gas imports reached 121.5 billion cubic meters, or 42.9 % Of the
total consumption and the volume of coal imports amounted to 156.87
million tons, or 4.1% of the total consumption, according to B P data.
Therefore, any imbalance in the supply of energy sources to China will
have a prominent impact on its economic, political and military security
and the components of power and thus on its geopolitical weight in

Political world map.
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