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Abstract

The present study aims to explain the precise meaning of different
lexical items of laughing by decomposing the meaning of these items into
components using the componential analysis approach, and then to
specify distinctive components or features that differentiate the items and
which, are sometimes, shared by them. Thus, the items of laughing are

not total synonyms although they are within the same semantic field.

Additionally, this study aims at examining the Iraqi EFL learners’
ability at the University of Mosul to recognize the precise meaning of the
lexical items of laughing and to examine whether gender variations
affects recognition of the semantic field of laughing. It also attempts to
examine the learners’ ability to recognize this semantic field according to

the level of language knowledge.

Many vocabularies have a very general meaning and many partial
synonyms. Foreign learners of English may face a big problem in
recognizing partial synonyms because most of them are familiar just with
the general meaning of such words and know little, if nothing, about the
defining distinctive features which set them apart from each other.
Therefore, five null-hypotheses have been set to examine Iraqi EFL

learners’ recognition of the semantic field of laughing in English.

The procedures followed involves collecting the lexical items of
laughing through consulting several dictionaries and analyzing their
meaning by using the componential analysis approach to show the
differences and similarities between the items as suggested by Eugene A.
Nida (1975). Then, administrating a diagnostic test to the sample of the
study who are the fourth-year undergraduate students and M.A. students
for the year (2020-2021) at the Department of English, College of

Education for Human Sciences, University of Mosul. The sample of this
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quantitative method research is randomly selected to collect actual data in
recognizing the field of laughing. Finally, analysis and discussion of the
results are conducted depending on specific statistical analysis. The most

crucial findings are:

¢ The Iraqi undergraduate fourth-year students have some recognition

of the precise meaning of the lexical items in the field of laughing.

% The Iraqi M.A. students have a partial recognition of the precise

meaning of the lexical items in the field of laughing.

¢ There is no variation between males and females of undergraduate
fourth-year students as far as the recognition level of the semantic

field of laughing is concerned.

+ There 1s no variation between M.A. males and females students as far

as the recognition level of the semantic field of laughing is concerned.

¢ According to the level of education, M.A. students have shown better
recognition than undergraduate fourth-year students as far as the

recognition test is concerned.
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