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Abstract

A soliloquy is a form of a speech made by a theatrical character to bring
his/ her inner feelings and thoughts to light. The present study is an investigation
into the discoursal aspects of soliloquies in English drama. The problem of the
present study lies in the fact that the inner feelings and emotions expressed by a
character through soliloquies and the different implications and intentions ensuing
from them are difficult, if not impossible, to be understood and interpreted without
knowing the discoursal criteria and strategies on which soliloquies are based,
among other things.

The study aims at presenting the discoursal criteria by which a certain

dramatic text is considered a soliloquy, identifying the types of soliloquy used by
the authors in English drama, figuring out the discoursal strategies through which
power and ideology are fulfilled in soliloquies, and showing the textual
conceptual functions employed by authors in soliloquies. To achieve these aims,
the study hypothesizes that certain discourse criteria distinguish a soliloquy from
other dramatic texts, That each soliloquy type is achieved by means of certain
discoursal strategies, and there are many textual conceptual functions employed
by authors in soliloquies to affect the reader's way of thinking. The data of study
have been taken from four plays written by Shakespeare, namely: Hamlet,
Macbeth, Othello, and Julius Ceaser. The model used in the present study is
eclectic, consisting of two sub models, namely: conceptual functional theory
advanced by Simpson (1993) and the theory of ideology forwarded by Van Dijk
(1998) and Jeffries ,L (2010 ; p3).
The main conclusions arrived at in the study are at there are certain discourse
criteria which make a dramatic text a soliloquy, and that there are four types of
soliloquies, namely: Plain Soliloquy, Attended soliloquy, Soliloquy with Props,
and Dialogical Soliloquy restored to by writers, and that soliloquy type (plain)
Which includes these criteria namely: (expressed out loud) and (alone) are the
most highly employed ones, and that the whole discourse structure comprises
three distinct stages, each has its own sub- stages components and strategies.
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