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Self-operating weapons that operate without human intervention.
After being operated, they select their targets automatically and
independently and use the right force against these targets,
depending on the information they obtain through their own
sensors and the interaction of this information with the programs
(algorithms) provided with them in advance. These weapons have
a number of characteristics and features.

The use of these weapons in armed conflicts, whether international
or non-international in nature, raises many questions about the
ability of these weapons to comply with the principles and rules of
international humanitarian law in general and the principle of
distinction in particular, which is one of the main principles of
international humanitarian law, as it imposes on the parties to an
armed conflict to distinguish between civilians and combatants and
between military targets and civilian objects. The occurrence of
violations during an armed conflict by these weapons raises a gap
in the question of establishing international criminal responsibility,
as it the rules of this responsibility, in many cases, do not apply to
violations committed by these weapons during armed conflicts, as
it is not clear who will be held responsible, because these
violations occurred by autonomous weapons that are independent
in their sensitive functions.

There is a division and lack of consensus regarding the issue of
the danger and restriction of the use, manufacture and
development of autonomous weapons at there are those who
demand a ban on the manufacture, development and use of these
weapons, and in contrast there are those who support the use of
these weapons in armed conflicts.
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