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Abstract

Religious Songs in English and Arabic:
A Contrastive Discoursal Study
Prof. Mazin Fawzi Ahmed (Ph.D.) Sara Hassan Salih

Religious songs are often sungin the public settings of worship
places. They are frequently intended to build bridges between private faith,
holy locations, and public faiths while simultaneously forming bridges to
pluralist and secular societies. On the other hand, religious songs are
essential to create people’s sets of beliefs, self-concepts, values, symbols,
identities, ideologies or propagation of a religion, as well as their collective
cultural memory. The present study is conducted to investigate the structural
and discoursal features of English and Arabic religious songs. The problem
of the study arises from the fact that religious songs in English and Arabic
have their own unique discoursal features. This is because the two languages
have different linguistic systems and are from different cultures. Failure to
understand the discoursal values of religious songs may result from
ignorance of their linguistic and cultural components. Thus, the present
study aims to reveal the similarities and differences between English and
Arabic religious songs by examining their thematic, linguistic and cultural
features. To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that 1) the structural
and discoursal features of English and Arabic religious songs manifest
different ideologies, 2) the unique linguistic systems of English and Arabic
influence the discoursal and cultural values conveyed by religious songs, 3)
Arabic religious songs have more religious references than English ones, and
4) Arabic religious songs have more rhetorical and stylistic features than
English ones. The selected data consists of ten religious songs, five in

English and five in Arabic. The data selection is based on their variation in



terms of theme, linguistic features, and cultural references. The selected data
is analyzed on the basis of van Dijk’s (1998) socio-cognitive approach to
discourse analysis. It consists of the major components of text, including
Macrostructure (thematic), Superstructure (schematic), Microstructure
(linguistic), and Cultural features.

The present study comes out with several conclusions.
1. Almost every level of data analysis reveals that English and Arabic
religious songs express distinct ideologies. The titles, themes, and schematic,
semantic and rhetorical aspects of Arabic religious songs explicitly show the
lyrics’ intended ideology by employing specific discoursal and structural
features and by simulating the cognitive aspect to reflect ideologies via
enhancing the audience’s awareness of specific religious conceptualizations
in the songs.
2. Arabic religious songwriters frequently use specific patterns to convey
Islamic teachings and reflect religious ideologies through noun phrases.
3. Arabic songwriters have cultural tendencies that result in the use of more
linguistic elements in order to express a variety of cultural values.
4. Arabic religious songwriters use more religious references than their
English counterparts by meticulously selecting specific words, phrases, and
short clauses.
5. The differences in rhetorical features used in English and Arabic songs
demonstrate different ways of expressing ideas and reflect other linguistic

and songwriting traditions.
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