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Abstract

Architectural education is the basis of professional practice, development
and evaluation of architectural programs, teaching methods has an impact on
developing and raising the quality of graduates of architecture departments in
the field of professional practice.

Most of the graduates of architecture in Iraqi universities struggle from many
problems at the level of the design stage, all the way to implementation and
supervision of implementation. Graduates lack many of the skills required by
the labor market, and studies in this field have shown that graduates struggle
mainly in few skills: communication skills (both visual and verbal), lack of
knowledge in professional performance, and the absence of realistic projects, in
addition to other areas.

The research focused on these two areas (communication skills, live projects)
as the most prominent aspects emphasized by most studies, as confirmed by
most international scientific organizations responsible for evaluating
architectural programs.

Thus, the research problem was represented by the lack of a clear perception of
the role of live projects in enhancing students' ability to communicate and
filling the knowledge deficit associated with professional performance among
students of architecture departments in Iraqi universities.

The objectives of the research were also crystallized in measuring the
competence of graduates from Iraqi universities with regard to the ability to



communicate and their professional performance in the labor market,
investigating the efficiency of live projects in enhancing communication
mechanisms and raising the level of knowledge related to professional
performance.

In order to achieve the aim of the study, the research methodology was
defined, represented by building a theoretical framework drawn from global
scientific determinants and previous studies, and devising the most important
aspects related to the research vocabulary represented by two main items: (live
projects and communication skills) and identifying study samples represented
by (employers, graduates practicing the profession, members of the authority
teachers, fifth-stage students, fourth-stage students) and then select the
measurement tool represented by the qualitative scale, such as experiment,
questionnaire, interviews, and then apply the measurement tool to samples to
come up with results and conclusions.

The research came out with conclusions about the most important skills that
students need in the labor market, such as (how to negotiate with customers,
taking into account user behavior when designing and fulfilling its
requirements, communicating with other disciplines, teamwork skills,
observing the budget, how to write reports, drafting contracts, setting
schedules, and others ) As well as identifying the weaknesses and strengths of
the new graduates practicing the profession and what they lack in terms of
knowledge regarding construction systems, materials in the markets,
knowledge of building codes .. and others in order to activate them in
architectural education and advanced ways to develop professional practice.



