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ABSTRACT

The study at hand deals with the adjective word-class in two
selected novels of Hemingway’s from a syntactic perspective. The
adjective word-class involves a variety of items that have many syntactic
functions. These items or adjectives are somewhat problematic since they
involve a good deal of variation in their functions and type such as central
and peripheral. Adjectives can also be problematic because the same form
of a word can be used as adjective and adverb or because other parts of
speech have the function of adjective. So, this study aims at investigating
the use of adjective functions, order and complementation in the selected
novels. The study hypothesizes that all the types of adjective functions,

orders and complementations are used in the novels under study.

The study is concerned with questioning about the syntactic aspects
such as the functions, orders and complementations of the used adjectives
in the novels and their frequency of occurrence as well. The study is
mainly based on Biber et al.’s model (1999) which is a descriptive model.
This model provides a theorization of a given grammatical topic and,
then, presents a statistical account of its actual occurrence in authentic
data. Quirk et al.’s model (1985) is also used as a co-model, particularly,
for analyzing the order of the adjectives in the two selected novels. These
models follow the bottom-up analysis. They start with phrases and end
with sentences and texts. This study involves presenting a theorization of
adjectives, then, analyzing the data collected in the light of the given
theorization and providing a statistical description of their actual use in
the novels. The data of the study are instances containing the syntactic
features of adjectives such as their functions, orders and

complementation. These instances are taken from ‘The Sun Also Rises’

(1926) and ‘The Old Man and the Sea’ (1952). The mixed research
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methodology is followed in analyzing the data collected. This
methodology fits with adopted models.

The study came up with the findings that Hemingway depends
heavily on the use of the attributive and the predicative adjectives in his
novels. He uses adjectives of different forms: simple, compound, derived
and negative adjectives. Moreover, Hemingway rarely uses compound
adjectives as subject or object complement. He also uses adjectives of
different types such as central and peripheral. Moreover, it is found the
use of functions such as the postpositive, supplementive and the
exclamative was restricted in both texts. The study, then, recommends the
descriptive studies of the actual use of the he syntactic features, since it
provides a theoretical and statistical description of the data and this would

be of pedagogical importance, particularly in syllabi designing.
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