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Abstract

There are many methods of interpretation used in dictionaries to
explain the lexical entries among them is interpretation by synonyms. It is
a fact that synonym is still a matter of contention among Arabic speakers,
learners, and teachers. Still the final word has not been spoken. Some
denies its occurrence, some admits it, and some sets rules and conditions
for it. This research studies the phenomenon of interpretation by synonyms
in Al-Misbah Al-Munir dictionary of Al-Fayoumi. It aims to understand
the phenomenon of synonymy, what calls for its occurrence, and the
benefits that this phenomenon provides to the Arabic language.

We studied Al-Fayoumi's use of interpretation by synonyms in his
dictionary, focused on determining the similarity between synonymous
words in his dictionary, indicated what we think distinguishes between
them, noted what this method has presented to his dictionary, showed how
much Al-Fayoumi relied on those who preceded him in listing synonyms
and explaining their meanings.

This was done by gathering the binary roots and dividing them
according to their meanings into semantic fields. Then dividing the
semantic fields into two chapters preceded by an introduction that defines
the concept of synonymy and the theory of semantic fields. Both chapters
composed of eight topics. The first chapter deals with the words indicating
what is related to human, and the second chapter deals with the words
indicating what is related to non-human. At last, we concluded the research
with our findings and observations regarding the topic of this study.
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