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The political situation in Greater Armenia

(247 - 463 A.H./861-1070 A.D.)

Master thesis in Islamic History

Abstract

Greater Armenia i1s one of the regions that has played a major
role in political events throughout history as it occupies a strategic
position that separates two great powers: the Arab Islamic State and
the Byzantine Empire, where the two sides have always fought and
struggled to dominate it because it is one of the important areas of
borders. Also to secure Its borders from the yoke and attacks of

other powers.

The Armenians were able to control Armenia and make it a
region following the Islamic caliphate and pay tribute to it in the
Umayyad period. Armenia included Armenia and Azerbaijan under
the name of Armenia. Armenia continued to follow the Islamic
Caliphate until the first Abbasid period (132 - 247 A.H. / 749 - 861
A.D.) And the second Abbasid era, which began in the year (247
A.H.) in the era of Almtawakilbillah , and in this last era of the
Islamic caliphate weakness and deterioration, the Armenian princes
exploited it and carried out many revolutions and rebellions against
the Arab rulers in Armenia, The Byzantines found their desired
purpose, where they repeatedly worked to stir up and incite the
Armenians against the Abbasids. In light of these dangers, and
because of the efforts of one of the Armenian personalities, the
Abbasids wanted to win the Armenian dynasty and maintain a
friendly relationship to ensure their neutrality. There was no clash or

confrontation with the Byzantines Thus, the Caliph al-Mutawakil ala
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allah gave to the Armenians a kind of sovereignty and independence
by granting their prince Ashut al-Bokarati prince of princes in the
year (247 A.H./ 861 A.D. ) and became the prince of the princes of
Armenia, Georgia, Aran and Azerbaijan and promised this year the
beginning of the establishment of the Armenian kingdom, Prince
Ashut was the first to establish the Armenian Kingdom as a result of
his wise policy with the Abbasids and the Byzantines, as well as his
weakness in those two countries. He obtained official recognition of
the Armenian kingdom. Armenia became a kingdom with its
sovereignty and political entity, which became completely
independent from the Abbasid Caliphate. Kingdom of the Armenian
kingdom passed two elements, one of them prosperous as a result of
the political independence achieved by its powerful kings, the other
element has been full of deterioration and weakness due to lack of
experience of political and administrative kings and their complicity
with the Byzantines and the concession and sale of land and property
to them It was very natural that a kingdom such as Armenia, with its
important location and independent entity, had political ties with
various forces of calm and at times conflict. Political relations
between the Armenian kingdom and the Islamic forces such as the
Abbasid Caliphate, the Islamic emirates of the Caucasus and the

non-Islamic forces with which Armenia was associated.

Armenia did not live for a long time with its dream as the
Byzantines were able to control it in (437 A.H./ 1045 A.D.) for its
troubled conditions under the reign of its weak kings. Thus, Armenia
lived for about a century and a half from (272 A.H. ) until (437
A.H.) Byzantium did not enjoy its control and acquisition of
Armenia And in the year (463 A.H./ 1070 A.D.), they succeeded in

taking control of all of Armenia and seizing it and extracting it from
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the hands of the Byzantines after winning them in a battle of malath
kird As this, Armenians came under the rule of the Seljuks. As a
result, the Armenians migrated to Asia Minor and specifically to
Cyprus. They succeeded in establishing a new kingdom for them
known as Greater Armenia, and despite the bitter political
circumstances that forced the Armenians to leave their country and

land. However, they did not abandon their religious doctrine.
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