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Abstract

Islamic architecture is still the focus of attention for researchers and
architects. There are continuous attempts to renew the way that we look at the
heritage of this architecture; to find what enriches and presents new knowledge
about the emergence of forms that was unique. The perception process is the
most important part of architectural design process; it is the result of the
designer's effort to determine the final outcome of the architectural work. This
is because of the importance of the mental images that are formed in the
recipient's perception of architecture he sees and lives in.

As for Islamic architecture, evidences and researches about the
perception of people (whether they were producers or recipients) who lived in
buildings of Islamic architecture at old ages when it was built is scarce.
Previous literature on Islamic architecture generally followed two
methodologies: the documentation methods (that makes inductions from old
monuments) or analytical methods (which deduces other fields of knowledge
for their analysis and understanding). Both methods have their own advantages,
and both are the work and analysis of researchers and scholars in our present
age (over a century and a half). In order to inquest recipients of Islamic
Architecture at time when it was built, the aim of this research is to analyze the
historical drawings (specifically the Arab miniatures), as a way to reveal the
mental image of the recipient of that age. The painter who produced these
miniatures would act as a witness to his age through his drawings which
document his own view and indirectly reflects the prevailing culture. Despite
the interest of researchers and scholars of different fields of knowledge in
miniatures as a documented record of various fields of life, including
architecture, these studies were limited by the descriptive aspects and did not
exceed to analytical aspects. The majority of these studies did not deal with the
Arab school of miniatures, nor did they shed light on the possibility that the
artists of these miniatures would be regarded as recipients of the Islamic
architecture at the time that it was built; especially that drawing is one of the
best ways to express mental images.

For that reason, there was a need for a specialized study that tries to explore
the mental image of the Islamic architecture through analysing the historical drawing.
Accordingly, the aim of this study was to do that through analysing the Arabic
miniatures; and in order to achieve that aim, the study adopts the following steps:

First: Building up a holistic conception regarding the characteristics, elements and
types of Islamic architecture (theoretical framework).

Second: Exploring the presence of these characteristics, elements and types in the
miniatures



The literature and resources of Islamic architecture have been
discussed to identify the most important characteristics that can be detected in
miniatures. This was done by understanding its elements and forms and the
aspects of organization that define the functional types in order to develop
variants for database which can be consulted and analyzed in several formats .

Two miniature manuscripts were elected as representative of the Arab
School of Miniatures (13th century AD): miniatures of Al-Wasiti of Al-Hariri
Maqgamat and miniatures of the same Magamat in manuscript preserved in the
St. Petersburg Museum — which painted by anonymous iraqi painter - . Then,
hypothetical visions were developed about the possibility of enriching and
obtaining new knowledge about the perception of the design of Islamic
architecture by analyzing of historical drawings, with the possibility of
distinguishing the functional types drawn in the scene through the appearance of
architectural elements and aspects of organization through the dominance of
presence of general architectural characteristics and the dominance of the
presence of certain (major and secondary) elements for each functional type.
The aim is to reflect the way of defining and the perception of those artists of
those buildings according to their functional type, which is supposed to have
prevailed with the general public at that time. The basic requirements for the
case study for analysis were determined at the level of general architectural
characteristics and main and secondary architectural elements at their detailed
and total levels through the adoption of an objective quantitative measure of
variants .

After determining the results of analyzing 65 miniatures selected from
the two manuscripts, it was found that the different functional types were
represented differently from each other; both at the level of the general
architectural characteristics and the ratios of using different major and minor
elements of the building. This reflects the existence of a distinctive architecture
that prevailed in the thirteenth century AD with the clarity in the receipt of this
architecture by its users in that period in terms of the clarity of the mental image
that they conveyed to us through those miniature.
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