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Abstract
The right to education is a fundamental pillar for ensuring human dignity
and achieving social justice. In Iraq, this right is enshrined in the
constitution, but its effectiveness on the ground is affected by the nature
of the administrative system, particularly given the adoption of
decentralization after 2003. The Iragi context highlights a clear overlap
between central and local powers, which impacts planning,

implementation, and funding in the education sector.

Central authorities hold the keys to setting public policies, legislation,
and allocating resources, while local governments face challenges
related to limited resources, lack of coordination, and uneven financial
support. This reality leads to disparities in the quality of education and
services provided across governorates and weakens the local

community's ability to participate in developing the educational process.

In contrast, decentralization provides an opportunity to build more
flexible education systems capable of responding to local environmental
needs, especially when leveraging joint planning and community
oversight tools. Achieving balance between the center and the
governorates and enhancing institutional efficiency opens the door to
improving the quality of education and ensuring its equitable distribution

among all segments of society.
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