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Abstract

Background: School refusal and truancy is one of the most common
symptoms among children in the elementary school stage, which affects their
psychological, social and scientific formation, as the child expresses his fear of
coming to this strange environment and reflects this in a set of psychological

and physical symptoms.

Methodology: This descriptive study design carried out to assess school refusal
and truancy among elementary school pupils in Nineveh Governorate during the
period from September 1, 2019 to August 10, 2020. The sample of the study
consisted of (806) pupils studying in some primary schools in Nineveh
Governorate. For the purpose of collecting the sample, the schools in the
governorate was divided geographically into three districts (Left side of Mosul
city, Right side of Mosul city, Outside of Mosul city “The capital city of
Nineveh Governorate™). Schools were selected depending on stratified method
from each district, and pupils were randomly selected from each school. To
gather the data a questionnaire form prepared based on previous studies and
sources related to the research topic. It composed of two main parts;
Demographic data and expected reasons or causes behind the phenomenon of
the study. Its validity was checked through the opinions of (15) experts. Also,
its reliability was measured by applying it to (50) students who were excluded
from the main sample of the study, its value was (0.71). Data were gathered
through personal interview with each pupil in order to address the causes of the
fear from the school, while the pupils’ commitment to the school and
absenteeism from it was checked by reviewing each pupil’s file in the school.
The interview was carried out by the researcher himself or by one of the teams
of teachers assisting the researcher after their approval and engagement in the

study.



Results: The study found a positive relationship between fear of school and
each of; gender, number of pupils in the class and school, external activities
enjoyed by pupils, parents’ contact, fear from colleagues, trickeries and

suffering the pupils expressed.

Conclusion: The study concluded that the number of pupils in each class
exceeds the special standers of Ministry of Education in Iraq, Which provides
that the number of pupils in class must not exceed 25 pupils. The lack of interest

of some families to teach their children.

Recommendation: The study recommends building more schools in the
governorate, and advice parents not to oblige their children to work, truancy,
and leave school as well as providing entertainment means in schools in order to

urge students to be more commitment to the school and not to evade school.
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