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Abstract

Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab (The End of the Desire in the Arts of
Literature) by the encyclopedic scholar Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Abd al-Wahhab
al-Nuwayri (d. VY'Y AH/'YYY CE) is considered a comprehensive encyclopedia of
the knowledge of his time in the fields of literature, history, geography, and
various other fields of the humanities.

Although Nihayat al-Arab was not written specifically for political and
military history, it contains a wealth of extremely important historical material in
which al-Nuwayri addresses contemporary and pre-modern events. The history of
the Mongol Empire has a significant share of this material, as the importance of the
Mongols posed an existential challenge to the entire world, and to Muslims in
particular, during the seventh and eighth centuries AH/thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries CE.

The importance of Nihayat al-Arab in the arts of literature stems from the
fact that its author was a contemporary of the major transformations that occurred,
including the Mongol occupation of the beloved city of Baghdad and their
overthrow of the Abbasid Caliphate in 656 AH/1258 AD, and the subsequent

reshaping of the political map of the Islamic East.

This made al-Nuwayri both a witness and a transmitter of many details
related to the Mongol movement and its impact on the Islamic world. This research
attempts to assess the scholarly value of Nihayat al-Arab in the field of Mongol
studies and to determine its position as a literary work compared to other
contemporary historical sources, as well as later sources. It also sheds light on the
intellectual and cultural dimensions that shaped al-Nuwayri's view of the Mongols,
making the study of this topic almost essential for anyone attempting to understand
Islamic awareness of the Mongol invasion during the seventh and eighth centuries
AH/thirteenth and fourteenth centuries AD.

Hence, the importance of this topic lies in Al-Nuwayri’s documentation of
the events that the author lived through, a period very close to the Mongol
invasion, which gives his narratives great importance as a source close in time to
the facts, as he did not only mention the military and political events, but also
showed the extent of the destruction in cities, education, and the like. Al-Nuwayri
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linked all the events that were taking place to the weakness of religiosity, the
spread of corruption and division among Muslims, and the transition of the Islamic
world from the control of the Abbasid Caliphate over the lands and regions subject
to it to a state of political fragmentation.

The nature of the subject necessitated dividing it into an introduction, four
chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter examines the life of the author (al-
Nuwayri) and the era in which he lived.

The second chapter examines the Mongols during the reign of Genghis
Khan. The third chapter focuses on the era of the Mongols' sons and grandsons.
The fourth chapter is devoted to Hulagu Khan, despite his being a descendant of
Genghis Khan.

This was due to the nature of the subject, including the breadth of scholarly
material covering the events of his reign. The title is "The Mongols in the Era of
the Hulagu Dynasty."

The methodology used in this study is to collect the material contained in
Nihayat al-Arab, which deals with the history of the Mongols, and compare it with
the material found in contemporary sources or sources close to its time, such as Ibn
al-Athir, Baybars al-Mansuri, Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida, al-Dhahabi, and others. As
for the conclusion, we were able to present to the reader some of the conclusions
based on a reading of Nihayat al-Arab in the Arts of Literature.

In conclusion, I pray to God Almighty that I have succeeded in attaining His
pleasure, sincerity, and in perfecting this work purely for His sake. I hope that this
research will be complete and free of any shortcomings or errors, for perfection
belongs to God alone.

And God is the Grantor of success.

Researcher
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