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Abstract

Abstract

The crime of hostage-taking is one of the most serious challenges facing the world
today due to its dire effects on international peace and security and on human
rights, especially the human right to life, liberty and physical integrity, It is also
a crime of a global nature, known to all countries, In addition, hostage-taking
operations are carried out to achieve many and varied goals, and lead to the
destabilization of international relations when carried out against persons of
different nationalities, who may be official employees working in other countries
that are negligent in their duty to protect them, International law has classified it
as a war crime in the event of an international or non-international armed conflict,
Most national legislations have classified it as a terrorist crime if it is committed
in peacetime, which means that its perpetrators bear international responsibility
in both its civil and criminal aspects, International civil responsibility is based on
the state when it commits the crime of hostage-taking by its employees or persons
working for it, or when it fails to fulfill its duty to prevent the commission of this
crime, or to suppress its perpetrators, Therefore, the negligent state is obligated
to compensate the countries and individuals harmed by this crime in one of the
forms of compensation represented by (returning the hostages), As for
international criminal responsibility, international and national agreements have
agreed that it is against natural persons (individuals) who commit the crime of
hostage-taking to achieve personal or political gains, such as (releasing
imprisoned politicians or obtaining money, or escaping from forces pursuing
them, or for fame and revenge...), It may be committed by members of armed
resistance movements demanding independence from the rule of colonial powers
and achieving the people’s right to self-determination and alerting world public
opinion to the legitimate cause of this nation. It is also committed by terrorists in
order to obtain funding for their subsequent terrorist operations, Therefore, their
commission of this crime entails international criminal responsibility, which
requires national authorities to try them in accordance with the penal laws in force
in the country, If the country fails to try hostage-takers or neglects to try them,
international courts will try them and subject them to the penalty stipulated in the
International Criminal Court system, which is (custodial sentences and financial
penalties).
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