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Abstract

Thematic and Informational Structure in English and Arabic
Journalistic Discourse

Submitted by supervised by prof.
Yusra Ali Hussein Dr. Mazin Fawzi Ahmed

Theme is the point of departure for a clause and coincides with given
information and rheme is the rest of the clause and coincides with new
information. The present study investigates thematic and informational
structure in journalistic discourse. The problem of the study is that English
and Arabic belong to totally different linguistic systems and thus exhibit
different thematic patterns. The English and Arabic journalistic texts are
written differently according to the linguistic system of each language and
this is reflected thematically in both languages. The study aims at
demonstrating thematic and informational structure in English and Arabic
and displaying the thematic patterns used in each language. To achieve
these aims the study hypothesizes that English and Arabic exhibit different
thematic patterns in journalistic texts and that journalistic discourse
consists mainly of declarative sentences to avoid breaks. The data of the
study have been taken from varied English and Arabic newspapers,
magazines and journals. The models are Halliday's (1985,2004) functional
grammar and Paltridge's thematic patterns .These models have been
applied to English and Arabic journalistic texts to find out how far they are
different from each other. It is found here that thematic structures are
formed in accordance with the linguistic system of each language , and that
there are different thematic patterns exhibited by both languages.
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