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Abstract

Due to the problems witnessed by the state of Southern Sudan as a
result of agitating the ethnic discrimination by the British occupation and
due to the absence of the state role, resulted in the emergence of local and
regional powers that have strategic motivations that led to the
independence of Southern Sudan as this country represents a strategic
importance for the other countries due to the several resources this
country has. So these countries want the state of Southern Sudan to be a
field for the international competition to exploit the resources and
marketing the products.

In the framework of the regional and international competition
game, the state of Southern Sudan is considered of a great importance as
a result of its strategic location and the various rich resources it possesses
including oil, the while Nile water and the fertile agricultural lands
considering it to be a promising market. Therefore the current research
aims at identifying the reasons and the motives behind the regional and
international competition in addition to reviewing the natural, human and
the economic bases according to which the state of Southern Sudan was
established, in an analytical framework of the power of the state so as to
identify the geopolitical weight of this state in accordance with the
geopolitical comparison with the neighboring countries in order to
measure the power of the state by means of identifying the strength points
and how to make use of them and the weakness points and how to deal
with them.

The study was divided into four chapters. Chapter one discussed
the geohistorical birth of the state of Southern Sudan in terms of the
temporal dimension of the state emergence and the strategic motives
behind it. The rest of the chapters tackled the natural, human and the
economic geopolitical bases. The study reached a set of conclusions that
represent the weaknesses which influence the entity of the state of
Southern Sudan including the natural, the human or the economic bases
despite the fact that this country possesses various natural resources like
oil and water which have geopolitical importance. But this importance
comes in the regional and international competition and not in the
framework of the power of Southern Sudan because these resources -
except for the oil - are not exploited, and this emphasizes the hypothesis
that the state of Southern Sudan is considered as a field for the regional
and international competition and that the natural, human and economic
resources are regarded as weaknesses in the entity of this state.
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