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Abstract

The right to know the truth is considered a relatively contemporary right
idiomatically, but it has profound practices in the international regulations.
The legal basics for this right are based on some treaties that include it in
certain contexts, as well as based on international custom and the general
principles of law, and in what is known as flexible law. Many international
courts have confirmed this right in their verdicts, as they extracted it from
some other human rights. The concept of this right has extended beyond the
issue of human rights violations to cover other areas related to democracy,
good governance and transparency. The attention of the international
community to this right has increased, in particular by the United Nations, as
well as regional organizations, which have paid special recognition to it,
specifically with regard to the principle of non-impunity or the right to a
remedy, since this right is a prerequisite for its practical implementation.

There are many practices at the international or domestic level in which this
right has been clearly enforced. At the international level, we find the
practices of international fact-finding commissions, where the United Nations
has established dozens of these committees in order to reveal the truth about
what happened in terms of human rights violations. Also, there are the
international efforts in the search for the missing and forcibly disappeared
persons, as well as the important role that is played by the International
Committee of the Red Cross in the field of searching for the missing, in
addition to the role of the United Nations team specialized in enforced
disappearance and the treaty-based committee of enforced disappearance
that related to disclose the fate of the forcibly disappeared persons. In
addition to the role of the International Criminal Courts in activating this right,
whether by revealing the truth through its investigation procedures, and by
the participation of victims, or through judgments that include certain aspects,
such as historical account of what happened, which may be an official record
that shows the truth of what happened.

On the domestic level, the right to know the truth is considered the
cornerstone in achieving most of the goals of the transitional justice phase, in
which this right is activated through its various mechanisms, whether judicial
or non-judicial mechanisms, as in truth commissions or other national
institutions. So revealing the truth about what happened in the past in terms
of human rights violations is paving the way for activating accountability,
achieving redress for victims, preserving memory and commemorating,
ensuring reconciliation and not repeating the violations that happened in the
future.
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