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ABSTRACT

Turn-taking in general and in live TV shows in particular refers to the
interaction between two or more speakers in which they change their
interactional role with each other to achieve the goal of communication. They
talk about expectations and share assumptions in the conversation as well as
how it develops and the sort of contribution they make during interaction.

The speakers, who are the actors in the live TV shows, use certain
devices to achieve the communication when they speak with each other
resulting in a smooth conversation but sometimes these devices are violated.
The problem of this study is that there is a violation of turn-taking process
between speakers of live TV shows. This study adopts Sacks, Schegloff, and
Jefferson model of analysis.

Thus, this study aims at investigating turn-taking in general and in five
live TV shows in particular, focusing on their pragmatic Functions . The
following hypotheses are put forward to achieve the aims of this study:

1- Turn-taking violation exists in live TV shows.

2- Societal factors and relationship between participants affect turn- taking

process.

Accordingly, a number of conversations have been chosen from five
live TV shows to be the data of this study. The data are confined to the
selected conversations in the five live TV shows. It is concluded that:

1- Turn-taking violation is frequent especially by ordinary speakers in the five
live TV shows.

2- The context of situation and society play a big role, affecting turn-taking.
The status and age of participants are also important., there are many
relations like father-son, lovers’ relations as well as friends’ relations that
affect the flow of conversation or turn-taking in live TV shows.

3- Occurrences of overlap and repair also exist in the five live TV shows.

On the basis of the findings above, some conclusions, recommendations and

suggestions for further research have been put forward.
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