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Abstract

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be
upon our master Muhammad, the opener of what was closed and the
seal of what came before, the supporter of truth with truth and the guide
to Your straight path, and upon his family and companions, and may

peace be upon them according to their true worth and immense stature.
To proceed:

Serving the heritage of the nation and preserving its collections of
jurisprudence is among the noblest acts of devotion, especially those
related to the school of Imam al-Shafi'i (may God be pleased with him),
whose knowledge filled the earth and established the beacon of

jurisprudence upon pillars of evidence and verification.

Among the most esteemed abridgments that God has granted
acceptance and which have been widely disseminated is the book
'"Rawdat al-Talibin wa 'Umdat al-Muftin" by the Sheikh of Islam and
Reviver of the Sunnah, Imam al-Nawawi (may God have mercy on
him). It became a cornerstone for muftis, a refuge for mujtahids, and an
indispensable reference for any student of the Shafi'i school of thought.
Given its lofty status, eminent scholars dedicated themselves to serving
and commenting upon it. Some wrote explanatory glosses, others
abridgments, and still others compiled marginal notes that clarified its

ambiguities and resolved its complexities.

Among these valuable marginal notes and insightful commentaries

is the gloss "Bahjat al-Raghibin bi—-Hawashi Rawdat al-Talibin" by the

YAo




eminent scholar and jurist, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Rahman al-Bakri—
may God reward him abundantly. This gloss did not merely clarify the
wording; rather, it delved into the intricacies of the issues, refined the
opinions, and pointed out what required further clarification in Rawdat
al-Talibin or its original text. It employs a style that combines scholarly
rigor with jurisprudential precision, making it a sought-after resource for

those seeking definitive rulings within the school of thought.

When | found that this great book was still confined to the shelves
in the manuscript vaults, and had not received its share of scientific
investigation that would highlight its gems and bring it out to those
engaged in jurisprudence with accuracy and completeness, | resolved -
with the help of God Almighty — to bring it out in a new form, verified on
approved manuscript sources, according to a strict scientific
methodology, to be a building block in the edifice of reviving the

authentic Shafi’i heritage.
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