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Abstract

Discourse Analysis of Engagement Ceremonies in the Mosuli
Arabic Socio-Psychological Context

By Supervised by
Hassan M. Hameed Prof. WAYEES J. IBRAHIM Ph.D.
2019 A.D. 1441 A.H.

Engagement ceremonies is a discourse type in which two families
who are the fiancé and the fiancées' families members participate talking

about different topics.

The present study aims at investigating the engagement ceremonies
structure. The engagement ceremonies of six families in Mosul city
center have been analyzed. The researcher fixed this area as the setting of
the study because it could be considered as the area where the Mosuli
dialect is spoken. The oral and the written data were collected from
records of Mosuli engagement ceremonies. The data were firstly
collected, written in Arabic Mosuli dialect then translated from Mosuli
colloquial Arabic into English. The data were collected using record
technique in the location where the engagement ceremonies were

occurred.

The members of the two families used the elements of the
discourse starting with initiation, development and termination or closing
the discourse. It is mainly hypothesized that the participants create some
strategies when they are engaged in the discourse to follow a particular

path of organization.

The results of the analysis are that the whole discourse is composed

of acts, exchanges, sequences and moves, these categories are gathered to



be the whole unit of the discourse. The engagement discourse includes
most utterances which are not grammatically complete. Another finding
i1s that engagement discourse is an experience that is shared by the
members of both families. It has been found that the members talk about

different topics and shift from one topic to another.

The study finds that engagement has its own features due to
the informal language the participants used to talk to each other,
and also the old people use orders and transitive verbs, while
young people usually use requests and ask for permissions when

they want something.

An eclectic model of discourse has been adopted in this study. This
model is an extension of Sinclair (1980) which is based on (interaction,
sequence, exchange, move and act ), and Sacks et al (1974) which 1is
based on (conversation, topic, sequence and turn taking).The current
study is an attempt to describe the process of engagement in the Mosuli

Arabic society.
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