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Abstract

This research aims to study (the effect of the cause and effect strategy
on the achievement of second-grade middle school students in social
studies and the development of their serious thinking). To achieve this
goal, the researcher formulated the null hypotheses and used the
experimental method with two equivalent groups.

The researcher adopted a experimental method, which included two
groups (an experimental group and a control group). The research
community consisted of second-grade middle school students in public
schools in Nineveh Governorate (the city of Mosul) for the academic year
(2024/2025). They were intentionally selected from Al-Nahrawan and Al-
Nawabigh Intermediate Schools for Boys. The research sample consisted
of (61) students who were randomly distributed into two groups: the first,
an experimental group, consisting of (30) students who studied according
to the cause and effect strategy, and the second, a control group,
consisting of (31) students who studied according to the traditional
method. Section (A) of Al-Nahrawan Intermediate School for Boys was
chosen to be the experimental group, while Section (B) of Al-Nawabigh
Intermediate School for Boys was chosen to represent the control group.

The researcher compared the two research groups on variables such
as : chronological age, first-year middle school social studies grades,
parents' academic achievement levels, first-year middle school students'
overall social studies grades, intelligence scores, and the pretest score for
critical thinking.

To achieve the research objective, the researcher prepared two tools,
the first was an achievement test consisting in its final form of (25)
multiple-choice items, and the second was a critical thinking test
consisting in its final form of (20) items. The validity of the two tools was
confirmed by presenting them to a group of experts and arbitrators, and
the reliability of the two tools was calculated using the Kuder-Richardson
equation. The reliability value of the achievement test reached (0.86),
while the reliability value of the critical thinking test reached (0.82). This
indicates that both tests are characterized by a high degree of reliability.

The researcher began implementing the actual experiment for the two
research groups (experimental and control) on Sunday, October 13, 2024,
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and continued for (73) days until Tuesday, December 24, 2024. After
collecting and statistically analyzing the data using the (t - test) for two
independent samples, and using the statistical program (SPSS), the results
were as follows :

1. There was a statistically significant difference at the level of (0.05)
between the average achievement scores of students in the experimental
group who studied social studies according to the cause and effect
strategy and the average achievement scores of students in the control
group who studied the same subject using the traditional method on the
achievement test.

2. There was a statistically significant difference at the level of (0.05)
between the average scores of students in the experimental group who
studied social studies according to the cause and effect strategy and the
average scores of students in the control group who studied the same
subject using the traditional method on the post-critical thinking test.

3. There was a statistically significant difference at the (0.05) level
between the mean difference (development) scores of the pre- and post-
tests for students in the experimental group who studied social studies
using the cause and effect strategy and the mean scores of the pre- and
post-tests for the control group who studied the same subject using the
traditional method of critical thinking.

In light of the research results, the researcher reached several
conclusions, including :

The cause and effect strategy made the lesson more lively and active,
avoiding the monotony and boredom typical of the traditional method, as
it utilized more than one teaching style.

The researcher recommended :

The General Directorate of Training should emphasize the use of the
cause and effect strategy in teaching humanities subjects, given its
importance in raising achievement levels in particular, and academic
subjects in general.




The researcher proposed the following :

1. Conduct studies similar to the current study at different levels and
grades.

For example : (The effect of the cause and effect strategy on the
achievement of fifth-grade students in social studies and the development
of critical thinking).

2. Conduct a study similar to the current study to determine the effect of
the cause-and-effect strategy on other variables (moral intelligence,
cognitive perception, and cognitive motivation).

For example : (The effect of the cause and effect strategy on developing
cognitive perception among second-grade middle school students).

3. The effect of the cause and effect strategy on achievement and
developing cognitive motivation among first-grade middle school
students in science.
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