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Abstract

The present study investigates a cognitive-pragmatic humour in Sorani Kurdish
discourse, employing Sperber & Wilson’s () 432) Relevance Theory as its central
analytical framework. The central problem this thesis addresses is twofold:
Relevance Theory (RT) has not been used in the available literature to account for
the inferential processes involved in understanding Kurdish verbal humour, and that
the predominant types of ambiguity (phonological, lexical, metaphrical, pragmatic)
in Kurdish humour have not been identified before. The study also theorizes that
Kurdish humour functions as a sophisticated communicative performance where
successful interpretation is not a mere matter of analyzing messages, but of inferring
a speaker’s intended meaning among ambiguous utterances anchored in shared
social and cultural cognition. The study is an attempt to answer a set of questions
among which is: What are the distinguishing features and prevailing mechanisms of
Kurdish verbal humour? The principal objective of the current study is to make
available an inclusive relevance-theoretic account of ambiguity and inference in
Kurdish verbal humour. The study recognizes and categorizes the primary
mechanisms of employing ambiguity that produce humour in Kurdish, including
metaphorical ambiguity, lexical ambiguity, phonological ambiguity via rhyming
words, and pragmatic ambiguity where the illocutionary force of an utterance is
intentionally disguised. Among the significant finding is that metaphoric ambiguity
and cultural proverbs are specifically dominant, functioning as vehicles for indirect
social commentary, criticism, and face-saving refusals. These forms of ambiguity
produce a cognitive gap that the listener have to bridge to grasp the intended meaning
and consequently the humourous intent. The main argument of the study is that
Relevance Theory offers an authoritative model to describe the inferential process
adopted by the listener. Humour arises from the contrast between a preliminary,

literal interpretation (retrieved through a path of minimum effort) and a consequent,
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