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Islamic civilization is one of the greatest human civilizations in
history. For many centuries, it served as a beacon of human
enlightenment. What distinguishes this civilization from others is its
foundation upon both material and spiritual principles that are deeply
rooted and enduring. It enriched the world with knowledge, systems, and
cultures that became vital tributaries to the broader human experience.
However, with the accumulation of weakness and stagnation over several
centuries, the Muslim ummah experienced a profound civilizational
decline, resulting in the loss of its leading role among nations. Therefore,
there 1s an urgent need today for a comprehensive civilizational revival
project that restores the ummah’s vitality and witness over humanity, and
lays the groundwork for a renaissance grounded in authentic principles
inspired by the Islamic message while being open to the transformations
of the modern age

In recent centuries, the Islamic world has undergone a state of
civilizational retreat and intellectual contraction, which caused it to lose
its effective role on the global stage and plunged it into a condition of
dependency and imitation instead of leadership and creativity. This
regression has raised fundamental questions regarding its causes and the
means of restoring the ummah’s civilizational effectiveness. While
various answers and intellectual projects have emerged to diagnose the
crisis and propose pathways for revival, among the most prominent is the
civilizational project developed by Dr. Jassim Sultan. Dr. Sultan is
regarded as one of the thinkers who sought to transcend the fragmented
perspectives that characterized many Islamic discourses in the second
half of the 20th century. His project aims to reconstruct revivalist thought
from the ground up, beginning with a deep analysis of the structure of
backwardness and a thorough understanding of the mechanisms of
civilizational resurgence. His work goes beyond theoretical analysis,
striving instead to outline a gradual and strategic roadmap for
comprehensive revival .

Dr. Jassim Sultan believes that nations pass through specific stages
in their quest for civilizational resurgence. It begins with the Phase of
Challenges, in which the crises and obstacles are diagnosed. This is
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followed by the Phase of Awakening, which reflects the awareness of the
crisis and the felt need for change. Then comes the Phase of Alertness,
the phase of action, where ideas begin to be implemented. Next is the
Phase of Empowerment, where the revivalist project starts gaining real
effectiveness. Finally, the process culminates in the Phase of Leadership,
the civilizational phase in which the ummah resumes its global role and
contributes actively to human progress. This model represents one of the
most significant attempts to systematize the process of revival into
distinct stages and objective conditions. In light of the challenges facing
the ummah, which demand reform and transformation to restore its
civilizational effectiveness, this study 1s titled: " The Phases of
Civilizational Revival in the Thought of Dr. Jassim Sultan " .
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