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Abstract

Asset recovery has become one of the core topics within the framework of
public international law to express the true will of the international community,
which requires adopting modern methods that keep pace with emerging
developments in issues and topics of international law. The importance of asset
recovery has grown at a time when the phenomenon of corruption represents a
real challenge before the international community. It has come into legal
existence after the United Nations adopted the concepts of this system and gave
it legislative character by stipulating that asset recovery is a fundamental legal
principle for implementing the United Nations Convention against Corruption of
2003. The UN has worked to spread the concepts of this system through its
various means, bodies, and agencies, urging state parties to adopt asset recovery
concepts and implement them in order to provide a more prosperous, stable, and

developed environment.

The idea of international legislation required members of the international
community to establish global and regional agreements to organize asset
recovery concepts, combat corruption, and launch initiatives, conferences, and
forums that enhance efforts for asset recovery. The idea of a flexible legal rule is
linked to asset recovery through the principles, guidelines, and recommendations
produced by international committees working within the framework of combating
corruption and asset recovery. The United Nations and other organizations and
international agencies have played a central role in consolidating asset recovery
concepts through their international resolutions related to this field. This has led
some practitioners and researchers in asset recovery and anti—corruption to put
forward new ideas linked to the serious changes accompanying the growing
volume of wasted assets that must be recovered, considering corruption crimes

as international crimes, and the possibility of existing or newly established

——
>
|-



international courts handling this phenomenon in order to limit the principle of

impunity and punish major corrupt individuals.

Asset recovery is no longer just theoretical concepts or doctrines adopted by
international initiatives and committees or legal tendencies. Rather, it has become
an established legal system within the vision of the international community. This
is reflected in the necessity to provide a national legislative and institutional
environment that adopts this system and works to expand and develop its
institutions and national legislation. This has been manifested in lraq’s national
efforts by promulgating new legislations and establishing new institutions, even if
they are not entirely sufficient or complete, to address asset recovery and the
phenomenon of corruption, and work to confront and overcome the challenges
they face by providing various legal, material, and technical capabilities for the
institutions and workers in the field of asset recovery. Therefore, the study of
asset recovery and the effectiveness of international and national efforts is now

among the top priorities of legal studies at present.
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