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Abstract

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the scholarly women of the Levant as
presented in Imam Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani’s book Al-Durar al-Kamina,
focusing on the methodological approach he employed in portraying their
biographies, highlighting their scientific contributions and the
significance of the titles attributed to them. Additionally, the research is
reinforced by other historical sources that corroborate the content found

in Ibn Hajar’s work.

The study begins by outlining the scientific biography of each
Levantine scholar, providing information on her lineage, place of birth,
educational journey, and the intellectual environment in which she was
nurtured. Special attention is given to details that illuminate the cultural
and scholarly background of each figure, thus enabling the reader to
understand the context of her development and the framework of her

academic activity.

This is followed by an exposition of the scholarly contributions of
each woman, focusing on her areas of specialization such as hadith
transmission, jurisprudence, Quranic recitations, and the dissemination of
knowledge. The study also assesses her influence within scholarly circles,
the students who transmitted knowledge from her, and her distinction in
specific fields. This aspect underscores the active role played by
Levantine women in the preservation and propagation of knowledge,

affirming their significant presence in the intellectual history of Islam.

The research also places special emphasis on the titles conferred
upon these scholars in Al-Durar al-Kamina. These titles carry scientific
and ethical connotations that reflect their status and reputation within the

scholarly community. For example, titles such as “Hafiza” (memorizer),




Abstract

“Muhadditha” (hadith scholar), or “Mujaza” (certified transmitter) are not
mere descriptors but indicators of their scholarly proficiency, mastery in
hadith transmission, and precision in memorization, reflecting Ibn Hajar’s
respect for their scholarly roles and clearly highlighting their academic

standing.

To substantiate the findings, the study draws upon additional
sources that support the content of Al-Durar al-Kamina, including Al-
Dhahabi’s Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’, Taj al-Din al-Subki’s Mu‘jam al-
Shuyukh, Al-Maqdisi’s Tabagat al-Muhaddithin, among others. These
sources concur in affirming the status and scholarly roles of the Levantine
women, thereby verifying the accuracy of the information and providing
greater historical depth to the research. Moreover, the plurality of sources
helps clarify certain social and cultural dimensions of these women’s

scholarly activities that Ibn Hajar may have overlooked.

In summary, the study highlights that Ibn Hajar’s approach in
presenting the Levantine scholars combines rigorous scientific
documentation with impactful historical narrative, making Al-Durar al-
Kamina a fundamental reference for studying the role of women in the
Islamic scientific tradition, particularly in the Levant. This research
encourages further investigation and expansion of studies that seek to

revive this important aspect of Islamic heritage.
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