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Abstract:

The importance of studying our topic, "Scholarly Life in Mecca during
the Ottoman Era (1517-1700 AD), stems from the transition of Mecca from
the Mamluk Empire to the Ottoman Empire. During this era, Mecca
witnessed extensive scholarly activity in various aspects of academic life.
This was a result of the great attention the Ottoman sultans paid to the Two
Holy Mosques, particularly through their support of religious and educational
institutions in all aspects, and their encouragement of Meccan scholars, as
well as scholars and students from various Islamic countries, to come to
Mecca to seek knowledge. This study examines the most important features
of scientific life in Mecca during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
AD, focusing on the fundamental role played by political, religious,
economic, and social factors, and the extent of their influence on the activity
of the scientific movement. The study focused on several main themes,
including education in Mecca, the impact of scientific journeys on scientific
life between Mecca and other Islamic countries, the role of associations,
endowments, and libraries in scientific life, as well as families and scholarly
houses, neighbors, prominent figures in Mecca, their works, and their role
in promoting scientific activity. This research aims to provide a clear and
comprehensive picture of the aspects of scholarly life in Mecca during this
era. This is achieved through a comprehensive study of religious and
educational institutions, focusing on the support provided by scholars, both

Meccans and those coming from various Islamic



countries, for the scientific movement. This is in addition to Ottoman and
other support, and the extent of cultural and religious influence between
Mecca and other Islamic countries, which made Mecca a scientific hub
whose influence extended to most countries of the Islamic world. The study
relies on the historical,descriptive, and analytical approach to describe the
reality of scholarly life in Mecca during the Ottoman era (1517-1700 AD),

taking into account the sequence of historical events.

The thesis is divided into an introduction, four chapters, and a
conclusion. The first chapter examines "General Conditions in Mecca 1400-1517
AD" as an introduction to the main topic. It includes three sections. The first
section examines 'Political Conditions in Mecca," while the second section
explains "Social and Economic Conditions in Mecca." The third section discusses
"Scholarly Life in Mecca." The second chapter, 'Scholarly Life in Mecca 1517-
1700 AD," comprised three sections. The first section reviewed "Ottoman control
of the Hejaz," while the second section presented "Education in Mecca." The third
section highlighted "Scholarly journeys between Mecca and other Islamic
countries and their impact on academic life." The third chapter discussed "Ribats,
Endowments, and Libraries and Their Role in Academic Life in Mecca 1517-
1700 AD." It also comprised three sections. The first section explained "Ribats
and Their Role in Academic Life," while the second section explained '"Expenses
and Aid and Their Role in Academic Life." The third section addressed 'Libraries
and Their Role in Academic Life." The fourth chapter dealt with “Scholarly
Families and Houses, Neighbors, and Works in Makkah Al-Mukarramah 1517-
1700 AD.” It consisted of three sections. The first section reviewed “Scholarly
Families and Houses and Their Role in Scientific Life,” while the second section
discussed “Neighbors and Their Role in Scientific Life,” while the third section

listed “Notable Figures in Makkah Al-Mukarramah and Their Scientific Works”.
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