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During the stages of transitions that peoples go through in order to transform
from totalitarian dictatorial regimes to a pluralistic democracy, which are
punctuated by the commission of gross violations of human rights, and victims
as a result of conflicts, revolutions, or civil wars, and during which violations
are committed by authoritarian regimes requires the application of the principle
of non-impunity to ensure that the perpetrators of these violations are
prosecuted and that they do not escape punishment.

The application of the principle of non—-impunity during the transitional stage
takes place through many judicial and non-judicial mechanisms. Non-judicial
mechanisms are represented by truth—disclosure committees, which are among
the basic mechanisms adopted during the transitional justice stage which helps
reveal the facts of the violations occurred, and identifying the victims and those
affected by these violations. The compensation mechanism that contributes to
redress harm suffered by victims may be material or moral .Institutional reform
that contributes to the implementation of the principle through reforms includes
administrative, security and judicial institutions that play an important role in
putting an end to impunity, remembrance and memorialization.

The judicial mechanisms are characterised by the role that natial and
international courts practise in putting an end to the impunity of criminals,

which is embodied in the practices of national courts and are considered the



primary competence in the jurisdiction, in applying the principle of non-
impunity through prosecutions to punish perpetrators of serious violations of
human rights. The formation of the Special International Criminal Tribunals for
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda played an important role in highlighting and
activating the principle of individual criminal responsibility and disregarding the
immunity that was invoked by the perpetrators of violations for the purpose of
impunity. It is considered a milestone in the punishment and trial of high—
ranking officials, and the formation of a number of mixed criminal courts that
contributed to the implementation of the principle and included a system to
compensate victims of violations and the international efforts culminated in the
establishment of the permanent international criminal court which ensured the
principle of non—impunity. They played a pivotal role through prosecutions and
trails carried out by them.

The strict application of the principle may be restricted through the conduct of
conciliatory methods in which reconciliation is prevalent between the
perpetrator and the victim and society, which is the path chosen for the

purpose of achieving stability and establishing community peace.
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