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ABSTRACT

Legislative language is a highly specialized one that should be precise,
clear, and all-inclusive. It is well-known for its odd or unusual linguistic
features. The oddness of these linguistic features makes this type of language
difficult to be understood by lay people and, to some extent, professionals.
Thus, the current study presents a quantitative and qualitative analysis of
some syntactic, semantic, and discoursal features of Arabic legislative
language represented by the Iraqi constitution of 2005. The essential
questions that the study tries to answer are: What are the common syntactic
features of Arabic legislative language? Is the phenomenon of binomials and
multinomials a feature of Arabic legislative language? How does Arabic
legislative language express deontic modality? What are the most frequent
devices used in Arabic legislative language to achieve cohesion? The study
aims at analysing some features at the syntactic level such as passivization,
sentence type, sentence tense etc., at the semantic level such as binomials,
multinomials, and deontic modality, and at the discourse level such as
cohesive devices. To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that
passivization and simple sentences are common features, that nominal
binomials and multinomials are the most frequent among the other word
classes, that Arabic legislative language employs lexical modal verbs and
prepositions to express deontic modality, that ellipsis and substitution are the

least frequent cohesive devices used in Arabic legislative language.

The conclusions show that passivization is frequently used in the
corpus, that the simple sentence is the most frequent type among other types
of sentences, that nominal sentences and verbal sentences in imperfect tense
are features of Arabic legislative language, that Arabic legislative language

uses nominal binomials and multinomials more than the other word classes,
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that lexical verbs and prepositions are used to impose obligation, grant
permission, and express prohibition, and that ellipsis and substitution are
merely marginal cohesive devices. Finally, the study ends up with

recommendations and suggestions for future studies.
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