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Abstract

Human dignity is the most important human values to achieve justice equality
and freedom. It is also the catalyst for the right of people to self determination.
Human dignity is regarded as a starting point or a foundation that other human
rights based on, but it is the source of; these rights.

This means that most or all human rights derived from the dignity of the
individual. These rights can not be divided or renounced , because it is an
integral unit to realize the dignity of the individual.

The importance of dignity 1s the foundation on which the rights are based on, it
is the essence of a healthy life. Without dignity a person can not live a descent,
secure life as a human being regardless of his or her own race, religion, belief,
physical or health condition or place in society ... efc.

Some consider human dignity as a rights embodied in natural law related to the
natural rights of man, others consider these rights embodied by law of situation
in accordance with the authority to protect the public interest.

Islam 1s concermed with the principle of human dignity and above it and make
it a sanctity that can not be infringed by. Islam establish this principle to adhere
to the human being for it’s the essence of his humanity and can not violate his
sanctity and humiliate his dignity, man 1s appreciated creature for God Al
mighty.

Therefore, the principle of dignity is an absolute right that can not be breached
or renounced and is the source of most or all other human rights.

It is clear from the above that the idea of human dignity as an old idea but it has
recently appeared in the laws of status and it was the first to appear in the
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Declaration of American Independence in 1776. when he called for equality
and the right to lifc and liberty, as well as in the French Declaration of Human
Rights and Citizen in 1789, show respect for human dignity and after a
wonderful introduction took 17 articles multiplying first the natural rights of
man, "All people are bom equal in dignity and rights".

The scope of research is determined by studding the idea of human dignity as a
legal study in accordance with the intemational and regional human rights
declarations and conventions, the three universal treaties (which makes up the
international human rights law) are enshrined in the principle of human dignity,
such as Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 that it stated explicitly
n te first article "All people bom equal in dignity and rights and have reason
and conscience and they have to treat each other in the spirit of brotherhood".
Even the 1966 Interational Convent of Civil and Political rights on economic,
Social and cultural Rights which both stressed the need to respect human
dignity and both explicitly stated this principle in several places including the
rights of people to self- determination, decolonization, occupation, elimination
of all forms of discrimination, abolition of slavery in order to achieve equality,
justice and peace in the world and to (get rid of) injustice and tyranny.

Also, the Convention against Torture stated on this principle and other forms of
the transaction or cruel or inhuman or offense in 1989 and banned torture,

considered compromising the body of man offense punishable by law to pose

the crime of an insult to humans and wasting dignity and other. Interational

nstruments.
Also it stated on the human dignity in or most of regional declarations and

conventions explicitly and directly in its preferences or some article, and
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implicitly by referring it by mentioning other rights connected to.

With regarded to the national constitutions, the constitutions of various
countries of the world have taken care of this principle directly, and indirectly.
The constitutional organization dealt with the principle of human dignity in the
constitution of Iraq in particular and know if the national constitutions are
successful in referring to them and build on them and derive them explicitly in
preamble and other articles in the section of rights and freedoms.

In spite of the fact that these constitutions dealt with the principle of human
dignity we unfortunately find that there are a gross and grave violations of
human dignity in many countries according to the statistics and reports of
human rights organization, Amnesty International organization and others.

That invites us to question the usefulness of the text of this principle in the
absence of its applications indeed.

This search also aims to clarifying the idea of human dignity to determined the

form by which it can be considered as the basis or premise on which all human
rights were based.

As for the research methodology , many methods have been used. The first 1s
the historical approach, through which we reviewed the historical development
of human dignity, second, the comparative approach to compare the declaration
and intemational and regional conventions and constitutions and how to deal
with human dignity. Third, the analytical approach, where we analyzed the text

or the concept of human dignity as a broad or narrow concept.
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