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Abstract

External Impediments and Their Effect on Directing Sharia Texts — A
Magqasid-Based Study

This study examines the external factors that intervene upon Sharia
texts — namely the impediments of time, place, circumstance, and
person — and their effect on directing the meaning of these texts in light
of the objectives (maqasid) of Islamic law. The significance of the topic
lies in its direct connection to the jurisprudence of reality and maqasid-
based reasoning, since disregarding these impediments may lead to
rigidity in understanding the texts or to misapplying rulings, while
unrestrained reliance on them may lead to suspending the texts or
distorting their objectives.

The study aims to clarify the concept of external impediments and their
types, highlight their relationship with the objectives of Sharia, identify
the legal and maqasid-based criteria governing their consideration in
directing texts, and uncover their effect on juristic reasoning — both
classical and contemporary — and their application to modern issues.
The researcher adopted the inductive, descriptive-analytical method.
The study comprises an introduction, a preliminary chapter, four main
chapters, and a conclusion. The preliminary chapter defines external
impediments, Sharia texts, and the objectives of Sharia. The first
chapter addresses the impediment of time, the second the impediment of
place, the third the impediment of circumstance, and the fourth the
impediment of person; each chapter treats the concept and legitimacy of
its impediment, its foundational basis, and its application to selected
Sharia texts.

The study concludes that external impediments are significant factors in

understanding Sharia texts and directing their meanings, and that the



objectives of Sharia provide the governing framework for engaging with
them without compromising the fixed principles of the law. The
researcher also formulated original definitions for external impediments
and their four types — given the absence of a comprehensive definition
among earlier and later scholars — and derived for each impediment its
own juristic maxims and maqasid-based criteria. The study
recommends greater attention to applied maqasid studies, strengthening
a balanced approach to understanding texts, and activating collective
ijtihad in addressing contemporary issues related to these

impediments.Second section :
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