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Abstract

The establishment of OPEC in 1960 by five oil exporting countries
was a reaction to the monopolistic and opportunistic policies of the
transnational oil companies that are one of the tools of economic
imperialism, and the countries of the organization achieved many
strategies, the most important of which were oil nationalization and the
possibility of raising oil prices, and the organization is still based on
Despite the forecasts, but attempts to dismantle them and the problems
they suffer from, and their relations in coordinating oil policies even with
oil countries outside the organization, so the organization and its oil have
strategic and geostrategic significance and impact at the global level,
because they maintained the Leading the international oil market since its
inception, in 2018 the size of the organization's crude oil reserves
amounted to 79.4%, the volume of its production by 40.9%, the volume
of its exports by 53.9% and the volume of its consumption of oil products
as much as 9.6% of the world The life expectancy in years for proven
reserves was 103 years, compared to 54 years for the world.

The importance of the research comes from the geo-political
analysis that provides a deeper and comprehensive view and
understanding of the oil-related events that took place and are still taking
place among the various parties at the international level. The problem of
research is determined by the great spatial variation of oil potential
among OPEC countries, their different political and economic interests,
and the fluctuating role of the organization since its inception, as well as
the development of shale oil discovery technology. The research aims to
clarify the importance of OPEC and its position in the global oil market,
and its role in facing international transnational oil companies, and to
show the relative importance of its oil capabilities, and to identify the
most important policies of the major consuming countries and their
attempts to weaken or dismantle the role of the organization. The research
relied on the historical approach, the strength analysis approach and the
functional approach. It included three chapters, the first of which was
devoted to clarifying the importance of OPEC, the second was interested
in studying the international importance of OPEC oil and its geopolitical
dimensions, while the third examined the role of oil in the human
development of OPEC countries with a geopolitical perspective.
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Thanks to the economic and population growth of the countries of
the Asia-Pacific region, in 2018 it imported 64.5% of the volume of crude
oil exports to OPEC, and the European region imported 18.5% of the
organization due to the trend towards the use of natural gas and nuclear
and biological energy, and because of the discovery of oil and gas The
rocky countries of North America region only imported 11.4% of the
organization. The organization has the ability to deal with the crises of oil
supply interruptions and meet the increasing global demand for oil in
order to achieve stability in the global oil market.

The research revealed that the problem of geopolitical decline
among the OIC countries has led to the difficulty of its unity and
harmony within the organization, and its difference in the field of setting
oil prices and its commitment to its production quotas, and that its lack of
commitment to the organization's special goals led the major oil-
consuming countries to use oil as a weapon against some of their
countries, such as Iraq, Iran and Libya And Venezuela. The economies of
OPEC countries are still fragile, shaken by the fluctuation of oil prices,
and suffer from economic dependency, and most of them suffer from
external indebtedness as well.

As for the oil revenues, they did not take their desired role in the
human development of OPEC countries, as Canada advanced to all the
countries of the organization in the global ranking of the development
guide, and Turkey advanced over most of them except for the Gulf OPEC
countries and Iran, and the best OPEC countries in the global ranking of
the development guide represented by the Emirates came in the 36th rank
Saudi Arabia 1s ranked 39th, as well as Kuwait which is at the bottom of
the list of (very high) development countries that had 58 countries.
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