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Abstract

The research aims to measure and analyze the impact of human capital on
economic growth in selected countries in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA,). It relied on the Autoregressive Distributed Lag Model (ARDL). The
research included the duration, 1990-2022). The research included 12
selected countries: Iraq, Jordan, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Turkey, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Libya, and Qatar, with 384 observations. Data were
collected based on official World Bank publications. The research consisted
of a theoretical framework that began with the main concepts of human
capital and economic growth. The econometric aspect focused on estimating
the research model, which began with model description, unit root testing,
cointegration, and the use of the ARDL model. The panel data method was
used. The dependent variable represents the average per capita income
evaluated at the adjusted purchasing power parity. The independent
variables include the percentage of employment in the population, the
average per capita share of years of education, the percentage of oil
revenues to GDP the consumer price index, and the percentage of imports
to GDP The results showed that there is a real direct effect of human capital
on economic growth, and this effect was (1.263). The effect of human capital
is elastic and greater than 1, which is consistent with the study hypothesis
The researcher recommends that human capital development be directed
towards meeting the short— and long—term needs of society, with the need
to intensify efforts to establish new types of post-secondary educational

institutions to train a skilled workforce capable of meeting society's needs.
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