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Abstract

This thesis addresses the duality of violence and tolerance in Islamic
heritage: A reading of intellectual influences. It analyzes linguistic and
terminological concepts, distinguishing between legitimate violence—
practiced within the framework of legitimacy and justice—and illegitimate
violence associated with deviating from Islamic principles. It also
emphasizes the need to renew the understanding of Islamic heritage in a
manner consistent with the objectives of Sharia and its humanitarian

values.

The thesis focuses on the manifestations, causes, and effects of
violence, while highlighting the values of intellectual tolerance that call for
coexistence and respect for diversity. It also addresses the phenomenon of
religious extremism as a form of violence in the modern era, resulting from
a misunderstanding or malicious exploitation of texts. It outlines its causes
and ways to address it by spreading awareness and promoting moderate

values.

The thesis responds to some of the suspicions related to violence and
terrorism attributed to Islam, clarifying the difference between the
religion's correct teachings and false interpretations, and demonstrating the
role of tolerance in reducing violence and building a cohesive society. It
also presents the most prominent intellectual and cultural obstacles that
stand in the way of achieving tolerance and proposes appropriate solutions.
The message also presents examples from the Holy Quran and the Sunnah
of the Prophet that highlight the spirit of tolerance in Islam, through verses
and positions that call for justice, mercy, and freedom of belief. It also
highlights the importance of religious freedom in establishing peace and
societal stability and confronting deviant religious thought and extremist
discourse, reviewing the experience of Nineveh Governorate in adopting a
unified sermon in mosques as a practical model for unifying religious
discourse and promoting intellectual moderation and stability in
contemporary society.
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