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A Sociolinguistic Investigation of Slangy Expressions in Black English

Abstract
Prof. Amthal Mohammad Abbas (PhD) Laith Amer Mahmood

Slangy expressions are informal, non-standard language variations used to
convey meaning in a more casual or trendy way. These expressions often emerge
within specific social groups or communities. Black English is a way of speaking
English with Africanized people. This study is concerned with investigating slangy
expressions in English movies, series, and live T.V shows. The study aims at
classifying the kinds of slangy expressions used in Black English through the sample
of the study. It also aims to Identify using slang expressions in the sample and examine
the sample's characteristics based on age, gender, social status, and race. To achieve
these aims, the study hypothesizes that, firstly, there are informal slang expressions in
Black English. Secondly, men use slang expressions more than women do. And thirdly,
individuals were aware of their settings before using slang expressions. The data of this
study are collected from three movies, two T.V series, and two live T.V shows. As for
data analysis, the model of the study is an eclectic one built on Holmes et al (1991) &
Jordana (2012). The study investigates two types of slang: social and scientific, with a
preference for social slang. Additionally, six functions of slang are identified, including
functionality, formality, social status, social distance, poorly constructed & audience.
It is concluded that the participants showed a higher frequency of usage for social slang
expressions compared to scientific ones, Regarding age, youth use slang more
frequently than adults, According to gender, men use slangy expressions in the selected
sample of the study more than women do, In this study, participants used slang
expressions most often to navigate social hierarchies. Rappers used slang significantly
more than others, suggesting they leverage it for cultural identity, rebellion, and
commentary, According to race, African- American people use slangy expressions in

the selected sample of the study more than white do.
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