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Abstract

The current study aims at utilising language games as a source to gain
insights into how human speech is organised and at seeking evidence for the
reality of such phonological constituents as the phoneme, the syllable and the
phonological word. The study hypothesises that, first, the phonological
alterations observed in language games are systematic, i.e. they are rule-
governed and conform to the rules of the source languages. Second, segment-
insertion games incorporate the insertion of a single segment rather than a
sequence, or the imposition of a template, as proposed by previous studies.
Third, the phonological processes of normal speech find their way into
language games as distortional devices. The data on English language games
were collected from YouTube videos and relevant literature. Arabic data were
collected partly from speakers of different dialectal groups, who were
contacted on social media platforms, and partly from YouTube videos. The
collected data were examined in the light of Autosegmental Phonology through
the employment of a Multi-Tiered Model of analysis developed by Clements
and Keyser (1983), to examine the syllable. The study concludes that the game
forms are not randomly constructed but display uniform distortion patterns.
The application of gaming processes is motivated by speakers’ realisation of
certain aspects of their language system, such as recognising syllable peaks
and performing gaming processes in relation to those peaks. The study reveals
that the game patterns conform to the rules of the language or dialect they are
based on, which indicates that speakers have the inclination to adapt new forms

according to the rules of their own language.
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