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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the study of grammatical preference (tarjih) in Al-
Durra, as it is considered one of the important topics in modern
grammatical studies; for it reveals the methods of grammarians in
choosing between different syntactic options and highlights the
principles underlying grammatical selection. The study aims to disclose
Al-Durra's approach to preference, uncover the grammatical foundations
he relied upon, examine his stance towards the opinions and schools of
grammarians, as well as trace his applications of preference in various
sections of grammar.

The thesis was organized into three chapters; the first chapter was
dedicated to studying Al-Durra's methodology in preference, in terms of
its grammatical foundations, his grammatical doctrine, and the general
characteristics that shaped his approach in choosing between
statements. The second chapter focused on Al-Durra's preferences in the
grammatical analysis of words, encompassing a practical study that
clarified his choices regarding the parsing of nouns, verbs, and particles,
along with an explanation of the disagreements in meaning and function
related to particles, and the resulting guidance for what follows. The
third chapter was devoted to studying Al-Durra’s preferences in
sentences and phrases, a section notable for its breadth of disagreement
and diversity in grammatical aspects.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, based on tracing
Al-Durra's statements and analyzing his preferences in light of the
opinions of grammarians, and comparing them to uncover his criteria for
preference. The thesis concluded that Al-Durra’s preferences were not
based on taste or arbitrary choice, but rather relied on clear
methodological principles, ranging from observing grammatical rules to
considering meaning and analogy, reflecting his broad knowledge,
awareness of grammatical differences, and ability to guide disagreement
in a disciplined, scholarly manner.
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