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Abstract:
The caliphate of Yazid ibn al-Walid ibn Abd al-Malik, known as "al-

Nagis" (the Deficient), is a pivotal link in the chain of the later Umayyad
caliphs. It came at a turbulent time marked by internal conflicts and
political fragmentation within the Umayyad dynasty. He assumed the

caliphate in Jumada al-Thani of YY1 AH / v¢¢ CE, following a revolt

against his cousin, al-Walid ibn Yazid, driven by what he considered
corruption and moral decay in the conduct of the previous caliph. From
the moment, he took power, Yazid sought to adopt a reformist discourse
based on religious and ethical principles, disavowing what he considered
the injustices of his predecessor. He also demonstrated a keenness to
combat corruption and redress grievances. He addressed the people,
declaring that he did not desire the caliphate, but rather that it was a
"collective obligation™ entrusted to him, and that he would rule justly
according to... Despite adhering to the Book of God and the Sunnah of
His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him), the caliphate of Yazid
ibn al-Walid faced major challenges. The most prominent of these was
the division within the Umayyad dynasty, as some of the sons of Abd al-
Malik ibn Marwan refused to pledge allegiance to him, deeming his
caliphate illegitimate, especially since it came after the assassination of a
legitimate caliph. He also faced unrest in Khurasan, Iraq, and the Hijaz,
and rebellions quickly spread to the peripheries of the state, hindering the

implementation of his reforms.
His caliphate lasted only a few months (from Jumada al-Thani to
Dhu al-Qi'dah YY1 AH), as he died suddenly in Damascus. It is said that

his death was due to a terminal illness. His brother, Ibrahim ibn al-Walid,
succeeded him, but the Umayyad state had already entered a phase of
decline and fragmentation.
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