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Abstract

Contextual Integration in Urban Development Projects

Erbil City — Center as a Case Study

Asst. Pro. Momtaz Hazim Al Dewachi Esraa Ahmed Mohammed Mosa
momtazdewachi@uomosul.edu.iq Esra.enp121@student.uomosul.edu.iq

City centers are considered one of the measures of a city’s superiority as they
represent the center of economic, social, and cultural activities and the most
important areas of trade exchange. The development of urban centers is one of the
most important and complicated practices in urban design, especially in historical
urban centers. Many of these development projects have negatively affected the
historical center due to their inconsistencies with its context.

The city of Erbil, which is one of the oldest urban centers in the world, has witnessed
many transformations and varied changes at the urban level, especially in the last
two decades. The historic center of Erbil is distinguished by the presence of the
citadel, which i1s one of the oldest sites of human settlement in the world, and
therefore all urban development projects must consider the historic and urban value
of this historic center.

The general problem of the research was determined by the lack of a clear
conception about the basic indicators of contextual integration as a general concept
in urban development projects. Therefore, the goal was to build an information
base explaining these indicators that contribute to the achievement of contextual
integration. Then invest and employ these indicators and variables in the selected
case study in the city center of Erbil, which is the Neshtiman commercial center.

In its final conclusions, the research reached to clarify the impact of the construction
of Neshtiman Center on the contextual integration of the Erbil Historic Center, and
through the basic indicators of this integration, represented by visual integration,
functional integration, site integration, and spatial integration. Some of these
indicators had a clear presence, while others were not considered, especially from
the aspect of functional integration and some aspects of visual integration.



