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Abstract

Russian strategic thinking has been closely linked to the Russian
leadership's perceptions of NATO expansion. Russia seeks to rebuild its
power and secure its borders with strategies aimed at countering this
expansion, which it views as an existential threat to its global role. This has
led to relations between the two sides taking several directions: sometimes
towards cooperation, sometimes towards competition, and sometimes
towards conflict and tension. All these shifts have impacted NATO's
expansion.

Therefore, this study aims to clarify the impact of strategic thinking on
guiding and reinforcing the Russian leadership's perceptions, and how
these perceptions have enabled it to prevent NATO expansion near its
borders. The Russian leadership has been characterized by its flexible and
evolving strategic thinking, which has helped it confront international
changes, while focusing on restoring the glories of the former empire,
which Russia considers one of the most important pillars of its strategic
thinking. The study's central problem was to determine how Russian
strategic thinking influences the Russian leadership's perceptions of
NATO's expansion strategy. The study concluded that there is a direct
relationship between Russian strategic thinking, which guides the Russian
leadership in limiting NATO's expansion strategy, and the protection of
Russian national security.

To achieve this, the researcher adopted a descriptive analytical
approach, given its suitability to the study's nature and objectives. The
behavioral approach was employed to understand the leaders' perceptions
of the threat posed by NATO expansion, and the functional approach was
utilized to examine how strategic thinking is employed by the Russian
strategic leadership in achieving national security.

The study reached several conclusions, the most important of which are:
_Russian strategic thinking is characterized by a set of patterns that have
helped Russia adapt to internal and external changes. These patterns reflect
flexibility and innovation in dealing with challenges, enabling Russia to
protect its national security and regain its role as an influential power in
the international system.

_The expansion of the alliance towards the Russian borders prompted it to
adopt a series of perceptions that were transformed and embodied in a
number of strategies and policies to prevent this expansion.



